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Dear Friends,

Welcome to our 2016 Annual Report. 

The report takes on a calendar format this time to showcase how your 
gifts to the Appleton Education Foundation have helped transform 
educators’ creative ideas into action for the benefit of Appleton Area 
School District students and our community every day of the year. 

It has been a memorable year. Here are a few highlights:

• More than 120 grants totaling more than $287,000 supported 
teaching and learning in our Appleton schools.

• AEF brought hope and encouragement for people affected by autism 
by sponsoring three different appearances by Kerry Magro, a young 
man with autism who is a college graduate, author and speaker. 
He shared his inspirational message with high school students, 
district staff members and interested community members.

• A greater number of retired district employees attended AEF’s 
annual spring luncheon. Retirees visited with former colleagues and 
friends, and learned how current educators are using grants from 
the Appleton Education Foundation to inspire their students.

• Jon S. Stellmacher, retired executive from Thrivent Financial, received 
the 2016 Thomas G. Scullen Leadership Award for his sustained 
efforts and advocacy around early childhood education.

• Six new charitable funds joined the Foundation family, bringing the total to 
64. AEF provides the perfect vehicle for individuals and families who wish 
to provide lasting support for their favorite area of educational interest.

We believe 2017 will be memorable, too. 

We will be singing “Happy Birthday to AEF” all year long as we celebrate 
20 years of creatively enhancing education in our community. 

We look back with gratitude to the early leaders and donors who believed in 
the concept of improving public education with private contributions set up to 
last for generations. They sparked an idea that continues to burn brightly. 

As we look forward to our special anniversary year, we keep the mission in 
sight: to creatively enhance education in our community. We’ll do that with 
increased grants to benefit students and their teachers. We’ll do that by 
bringing exciting speakers to Appleton to promote educational excellence 
in our community. We’ll do that by inviting individuals and families to invest 
in education by establishing named endowment funds in the AEF. 

Together we have accomplished a great deal in the past 20 years. We thank you for 
your past involvement and welcome your ongoing support – whether you choose 
to make an annual gift, establish or add to a named fund, or designate a legacy gift. 

Thank you for making a difference.

Gary Jahnke 
Board President

Julie Krause 
Executive Director
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Autism speaker Kerry Magro told Appleton North High  
School students he had been bullied for having autism.  
He encouraged students to accept one another's differences 
and treat others with kindness and compassion.  



AEF’s cumulative grants 
over 20 years:

$4,228,533
2016

$3,143,218
2012

$1,620,925
2008

$874,420
2004

$422,984
2000

First conversations about AEF
1996

20  
YEARS

In Fiscal Year ended  
June 30, 2016:
Grant total 
$286,222
Total # of grants: 
124 From 46  
different charitable funds

Total assets at end of fiscal year:  
$5,613,052*

*Includes assets of Winagamie, Inc., AEF's wholly owned subsidiary.



During our last fiscal year (ended June 30, 2016), more than 660 donors contributed to the Appleton Education Foundation.  
Some gifts established new charitable funds, while others were added to existing funds or were made in memory or in honor 
of a loved one. We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following donors for their generous gifts during the year.

*This list was made with great care. However, if we have made an error we apologize. Please contact us so we can double-check our records to ensure accuracy in the future. 

Platinum Donors  
($25,000 and Up)
Appleton Excel Volleyball Club
Aramark 
John Debbink 
Plexus Corporation
Brad Smith and Kathy Surace-Smith

Gold Donors  
($10,000 to $24,999)
Appleton Area School District –  

Employee Payroll Contributions
Mielke Family Foundation

Silver Donors ($1,000 to $9,999)
Lois Alfsen 
Lee and Amy Allinger 
Anonymous
Appleton Hydraulic 

Components, LLC
Robert W. Baird & Co. 

Incorporated
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Renee and Tom Boldt  

Family Fund 
Louis Chicquette
Community Foundation for 

the Fox Valley Region
Community Insurance Corp.
Complete Office of 

Wisconsin
David and Marcia Debbink
Jeffrey and Valerie Dreier 
David and Kay Eggert
Scott and Kathryn Eiden
John and Sharon Fenlon
First Business Bank

Fox Communities  
Credit Union

Gordon Flesch Company, Inc.
Grant Thornton
Dean and Pam Gruner
Paul and Renee Haag
Hartwig Family  

Foundation, Inc.
Heartland Business  

Systems, LLC
Robert and Geralyn Heffron
Hoffman Planning, Design  

& Construction, Inc.
Dave Hussey Family
Vivian Huth
Don and Betty Jabas Fund 
Jack’s Maintenance Service
John and Joeleen Jeske
JME Properties LLC
William and Dorian Jordan
Fred and Susan Kampo
Frank Koffend

Kohl’s
McMahon Associates
Laura and Gregory Meronk 
Microsoft 
John and Sally Mielke
Patriot Athletic Club
Doug and Carla Salmon
Stephen and Lorrie Savage
Seifert Family Fund 
Joan Smith
Vira Stoner
Akhtar and Munazza Sultan
Gregory Swanson and  

Ann Gain
Technology Resource 

Advisors, Inc.
U.S. Bank N.A.
U.S. Venture, Inc.
Valley New School
von Briesen & Roper s.c.
Willis Foundation

Bronze Donors ($500-$999)
Advanced Disposal
Anonymous
August Winter & Sons, Inc.
Edward and Judith  

Baseman 
Baum Machine Inc.
James and Nathelee 

Bowman
Michael Carlson
Steven and Anna Carlson
William Curtis and Abbey 

Casper-Curtis
Steven DeMay 
Robert and Karla Duimstra
Dan and Mary Flannery
Daniel Foote
Fox Valley Traffic Club
Jay and Janet Fulkerson 

Family Fund 
Godfrey & Kahn SC
Keith Halliday

Richard and Diane Harder
Amy Henselin
Herrling Clark Law Firm Ltd.
Donald and Kris Hietpas 
William and Lydwine Joy
Kampo Properties
Katapult, LLC
Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Judy Kraft
Julie Krause
Lamers Bus Lines
Laminations
Carol Ligare
Diane Lightfield
M3 Insurance Solutions
Michael Mader
Susan and Timothy May
Mc Clone Insurance Group
McCarty Law LLP
Douglas and Susan Meyer

Miller Electric Mfg. Co.
Tilman and Ann Moe
Nicolet National Foundation
Barry and Rebecca O’Connor
Edwin and Susan Patschke
Pfefferle Companies, Inc.
Jeff and Jone Riester
Schenck SC
Karen Schulte
Steve Seifert
Paul and Stacy Shrode
Spats
Summit Credit Union
Glen and Susan Tellock
ThedaCare, Inc.
Dick and Teena Van Driest
Barbara L. Worcester

Contributors (Up to $499)
Matthew Adams and 

Katherine Chicquette 
Lilja Agness
Raeanne Albertson 
Amanda Albrecht 
Michael Allen 
Kelly Ambrose 
Andrea Amel 
Jack and Kathy Anderson
Paul and Carol Anderson
Marlene L. Angevine
Anonymous (9)
Scott and Tanya Armstrong 
Mark and Jill Austin
Stephanie Austin 
Karen Bachhuber
Kathleen Bachman 
Daniel Balliet and  

Janet Carlson
Dorothy Bardenwerper

Laura Barnett Kasperek 
Brian Bartel 
Andrea Bartel Riffle 
Jeff Barthen and William 

McDonald
Barry and Eve Bauschek
Tammy Bellin 
Mary Bend 
Edward and Susan Benedict
Ruth A. Beula
Gayle Beuthien 
Faye Beyer
Laura Bidwell 
Larry and Denise Bittner
Esther Blandon 
Jennifer Blattner 
Kevin Bleck 
Jayme Bleick Baehnman 
Jane Bleier 
Lisa Blenker 

Kathryn Boegh 
Joann Boisen 
O.C. and Pat Boldt
Thomas Bomann 
Terry Bomier
Austin & Judith Boncher 

Charitable Fund 
Patricia Bosin
Abby Bousley 
Nancy Bowen 
Gail Bowers McKay 
Audrey Brandt
Allen Brant 
Candice Breitengross 
Angela Bricco 
Karen Brice 
Rachel Brick 
Susanne Bruce 
Mitzi Britton
Britton Charitable Fund

Cathlynn and Paul Brusky
Ross Buchinger 
Tracy Buck 
Rebecca Buechler 
Linda Bunge 
Nanette Bunnow 
Laurie Burns 
David Burrows
David and Jayne Busche
Kara Buxton 
Dick and Chris Calder
Kelly Camber 
Jeffrey Carpenter 
Gordon Case
Lori Cash 
Christine Chapman 
Cathy Chisholm
Timothy Clark 
Raymond and Mary Clough
Alvin K. Cochran

Theresa Coenen 
Judy Coenen Eichhorn 
Kristin Comerford 
Paul Cooney 
Karna Cowles
Deborah Cox 
Cathy Crist
Paula Cropsey 
Andrew Cross 
Kelli Cross 
Melissa Cust 
Francis Dagesse 
Cheryl Daley 
Susan Davis 
Bryan and Michelle Debbink
Mollie DeBruin 
Jerome and Mary Dees
Alicia Depagter 
Charles Depies and Lynn 

Nordquist

Byron Despres Berry 
Jamie Detert 
Katherine Devereaux 
Dennis Dickinson
Sharon and Ken Dickson
Amy Didreckson 
Jennifer Diedrich Vasquez 
James Donnellan 
Lori Dougherty 
Marilyn Drager
Ann Dudley 
Duimstra Family Fund 
David and Claudena 

Duncombe
Ronald and Yvette Dunlap
Mikki Duran 
Antoinette M. Durben
JoAnn DuVall
Jennifer Eastman 
Lisa Eastman 

Karen Ebben 
Ellen Edge 
Dean and Ann Einspahr
April Ellestad 
Betty Emanuel
Chad and Lisa Endres 
Paul and Marcia Engen
David and Sharon Erickson
Catherine Etheridge
Thomas and Patricia Fanning
David and Janet Fary
James Fassbender 
Gerri Faustich 
Teri Fechter 
Dominick Ferrito 
Laurie Figlmiller 
L. Jean Fietzer
Lori Flaeschel Koch 
Stacey Foley 
Stephen and Linda Franklin 

Thomas and Kathleen 
Franklin

Gregory Franzen 
Pamela Franzke 
Chad Freese
Tiffany Frerks 
Donna Frick
Michael Froehlke 
Dawn Fulcer 
Tara Gagne 
Clair and Sarabel Garrison
Sheree Garvey 
Mary Gehrke
Cheri Geniesse 
Nicholas and Ann Marie 

German 
Dennis Giaimo 
Terri Glauser 
Goodshop
Lisa Graf 

Our Generous Donors



  Indicates gifts from funds within the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.       Club 365 members.

Mary Greiner 
Ruth S. Gresham Fund 
Beth Grimmer
Sharon Gronert 
Therese Gross 
Mabel Grummer
Elizabeth Gumtow 
Tamie Gundrum 
John and Yvonne Gurholt
Kristin Haag
Colleen Haas 
Lisa Haen 
Handweavers Guild  

of Peoria
Erik Hanson 
William Hanstedt 
Leah Hart-Landsberg
Greg Hartjes 
Jessica Hartjes 
Christine Hartman
Lois Hedden Breese
Cynthia Heegeman 
Heather Heisler 
Justin Heitl 
Laura Heller 
Beth Heng 
Susan Henke
Nancy Hennessy
Mary Hermansen 
Lisa Hermus 
Kevin Herrling 
Jacqueline Herrmann 
Laura Herrmann 
Maxwell Herrmann 
Jean Herron 
Jamie Hietpas 
Richard and Diane Hilsabeck
Deborah Hodson 
Neil and Susan Hodson
Judith Hoeft 
Nancy Hoelzer
Cynthia Hoffman 
Mark and Helen Holmes 
Gordon and Marilyn Holten
Dr. Nancy J. Homburg
Gene and Lisa Hood
Kristin Hooper 
Richelle R. Hudson
James Huggins 
Scott and Margaret Idlas
Lisa Jabas

Kathy Jacobson 
Lucas Jadin 
Kristeen Jahner 
Gary and Debra Jahnke 
Jerimiah Janssen
Mark and Brenda Jenike
Jessica Jenkins Werner 
Annelise Jensen
Kimberly Jochman 
Nancy and Steve Johnshoy
Norman and Barbara 

Johnson
Patrick Johnson
Mardelle and James Johnson
Carla Jones 
Robert and Mary Lou Jones
Ronald and Nancy Jones
Vicki Justman 
Jill Kable 
Karate Amercia
Paul and Anne Karch
Robert and Amy Karrels 
Debra Kaufman 
Lori and Brian Kaufman
Theresa Kaufman 
Craig Kellenberger 
John and Julie Keller 
Paul Kelly 
Nancy Kiefer 
Richard and Mary Klatt
Mary Kleefisch-Klasen and 

Charles Klasen
Walter and Ann Kleman
Janet Kmiecik
Jack Knaack 
Jeffry and Shelby Knezel
Kraig and Jennifer Knorr
Gregory Knudson and Susan 

Hagen-Knudson
Lori Knudstrup 
Nichole Koch 
Lori Koehler 
Marjorie Koepke
Angela Koerner 
Cheryl Konkol Broullire 
Cindy Kort 
Mary Koschnik 
Michelle Krause 
Amber Krueger 
Wanda Krueger 
Linda Kubisch 
Susan Kuehl 

Karen Kwiatkowski 
Joyce Laedtke
Margaret Lafleur 
Ben Lamers
Benjamin Lancour 
Dianne Lang
Judy and Daniel Lange
Tanya Lange 
Celine Lapointe 
Jake Larsh 
Craig and Lisa Larson 
Todd and Erin Larson
Greg and Nancy Lee
Patrick Lee 
Xong Lee 
James Lehto 
Ann Leonard 
Lori Leschisin 
Andrew Lind 
Matthew Lindsay and 

Kimberley Reilly
Michael and Mary 

Lokensgard
Darlene Londo 
Gwen Lostocco 
Chester and Rose Ann Luce
Laura Luedeke 
Megan Luedtke 
Robert and Barbara  

Luedtke Fund 
Michael and Stephanie 

Malaney
Melanie Malm 
Courtney Maloney 
Tom and Kori Mangold 
Timothy and Melody Manion
Catherine Markwardt 
Jacqueline Martin 
Tony Martin 
Ryan and Kathleen Marx 
Julie Mayer
Marcia McCaulley 
Kelly McCloy 
Rita and Dennis McComber
Cynthia McDonough 
Kelly McGrath 
David and Mary McKay
Timothy and Joby McKeag
Mark McQuade 
Denise McQuillen 
Joan and Allee Meagher
Michelle Mees 

Jon Meidam 
Kevin Meidl 
Joanne Meier
Kimberly Melchert 
Patricia Merrifield 
Carly Meyer 
Cheryl Meyer 
Carrie Michiels 
Bob and Judy Mickelson
Debra and Richard Mielke
John Mielke 
Louis and Patricia  

Milheiser 
Brett Miller 
David and Sandie Miller
Howard and Nancy Mills
Barbara Mincheff 
Cathleen Mirek
Josh Modder 
Erin Mohr 
Alexandra Molitor 
Debra Moreland 
Michelle Mueller 
David and Debra Muench
Stephanie Mullen 
Stephanie Murray 
Ron and Caroljean Newell
Jacqueline Nider 
Suzanne Nuernberger
Rita O’Brien 
Diann O’Daye
Ron and Kathryn Odegaard
Jane O’Hagan 
Thomas and Mary O’Hearn
Victoria Olenski 
Angela Olson 
Leah Olson 
Tamara Opel 
Bridgette Osorio 
Corey Otis 
Lauren Ott 
Nancy Ottman 
Outagamie Conservation 

Club, Inc.
Geraldine Pallin
Janice Parker 
Lee and John Parker
Alan and Lorna Parmenter
Donna Paul 
Elisa Paul 
Jill Peachy 
Donna Peota

Colleen Perrine 
Christina Peterson 
Jenifer Petrie 
Sarah Phelps 
Judy Phillips
Richard Pike
Wendy Pitts 
Melissa Plantiko 
Valerie Plath 
Molly Pokwinski 
Sarah Pope 
Jodi and Peter Porrey
Shayne and Catherine 

Porter 
Lisa Poss 
Krista Powell 
Marcella Prahl
Suzette Preston 
Thomas Pritzl 
Melissa Prout
Peter and Sharon Quello
Kimberly Quinn 
Bart and Shannon Rabas
Joan Radue 
Sharon Radke
Constance Radtke
Dora Railling 
Joelene Raleigh 
Robert Randa and Sally 

Klapper-Randa
Ashley Reed 
Kevin Reichardt 
Robin and Michael Reif
Phillip Reisweber 
Dawn Retzlaff 
John and Gretchen  

Richards 
Reid and Deana Ribble
Jim and Allie Riedl
Karissa Ring 
Alfred and Carmine 

Robinson
Phillip and Ellen Roe
Kristi Rohr
Melissa Romenesko 
Connie and Peter Roop
Mark Ropella 
Daniel and Kay Rorabeck
Robert Ross 
Reed Rudie 
Jane Rufe 
Mary Rusboldt 

Daun Rusch 
Sonja Rusch 
Jill Rushkofske 
Walt and Milly Rugland
Richard and Kathleen 

Ruhsam
Barbara N. Russell  

Family Trust
Peter and Jeanne Ryerson
Margaret Sanchez 
Jennifer Sartori 
Lynn Sauby 
Kristine Sauter
Mary Scharenbroch 
Daniel and Pamela 

Scharenbrock 
Holly Schaumberg 
Thomas and Mary Schemm
Mark and Jean Scherer
Tom and Nancy Scheuerman
David and Sue Schini
Ruth Schmeckpeper 
Abby Schmidt 
Heidi Schmidt 
Jill Schmidt 
Alan and Diane Schroeder
Debra Schroeder
Johanne Schubert
Del Schuh
Teresa Schultz 
Annette Schwalenberg 
Jason and Emily Schwan 
Joann Schwan 
Patrick and Cathy  

Schwanke 
Diane Seeger
Gregory and Lori Seeke
Jean Seitz
Gene and Jane Shudy
Sidley Austin LLP
Robert and Sandra Simon
Robert and Shirley 

Simonson
Carolyn Sipple
Kimm Smith 
Eleanor Smith
Pauline Sohr
Jenifer Spangenberg 
Beth Spicer 
Marilyn Spieth
Spritzer Family Fund within 

JewishColorado

Nicole Stark 
Marcia Steffenhagen
Kevin Steinhilber 
Jon and Rebecca Stellmacher
Suzette Stewart 
Linda Stratton 
Corene Strohfeldt 
Amanda Strupp
Judith Sucharski 
Steve Sugrue 
Douglas Sunke 
Maureen Syring 
David and Janice Tews
James Thaldorf 
Jeffrey and Marcia Theisen
Lisa Thiede 
Peter and Helen Thiel
Emily Thomas 
Allison Thome 
Darran Tilghman 
Michelle Toal 
G. Robert and Jane Toney
Gerald and Norma Tonnell
David Torrey 
Eric and Melissa Toshner 
Mary Tracey
Kathryn Trnka 
Patricia Trochil 
Joseph and Kristine Troy
Larry and Sharon Tuttle
Deb Tuttle
Judith Tweed 
Renee Ulman 
Bruce and Carol Valk
Renae and Robert  

Van Heuklon
Maria Van Laanen
Christine Van Ryzin 
Trisha Vande Voort 
Jay and Dawn Vande Walle
Joni and Bob Vanden Heuvel
Jennifer Vandeneng 
Jacci Vandenheuvel 
Paul and Ann Vander Heiden
Ken and Jean Vander Heiden
Abby Vanderloop 
Kendra Vandertie 
Youa Vang 
Christine Vazquez 
Courtney Velpel 
Andrea Vinje 

Ben Vogel 
Ryan and Jennifer Voigt
Robin Vorenkamp 
Stephan Walker 
Dawn Wall
Thomas Wanamaker 
Amy Wara
Martha Ward
Dorothy Warren
Mark and Dawn Washatka
Sara Wayland 
Linda Weber
Amanda Weidner 
Sandra and Timothy Weihing
Paul Weisse 
Tiffany Wesoloski 
Shannon West 
Terri Westby 
Jennifer Westphal 
Julia Weyenberg 
John and Susan Whalley
Andrew D. Wheaton
Ronald and Kathryne 

Whitston
John and Judy Wildermuth
Kerry Williamsen 
Kellyn Wilson 
Sarah Wilterdink 
Judy Winzenz
Linda Wirtz
Kay Wisnefske
Carmella Wittmann
Tammy Wittmann 
Dorothy Witzeling 
Ruth Woelfel 
Julie Wohlt 
Women’s Care of  

Wisconsin, S.C.
Sarah Wright 
John Wuebben 
Lynn and Mary Wussow
Jennifer Zachek 
Karen Zanon 
Jacqueline Zanzig
Matthew Zimmerman 
Vicki Zipperer 
Jeanine Zornow 
Oliver and Rebecca Zornow
Brian and Jane Zwickey
Diane Zwiers 



Students at Valley New 
School do considerable 
learning outside of their 
classroom. They attend 
advisory team activities, 
participate in community-
based service projects, 
attend classes at other 
district schools and serve 
internships, all at other 
locations. Students at the 
project-based charter 
school for grades 7-12 
took their own problem 
on as a project and found 
a solution with the help 
of an Appleton Education 
Foundation grant. “VNS 
On the Road” gave them a 
way to promote physical 
activity and provided a 
practical solution to their 
transportation needs. They 
applied for the grant to 
purchase used bikes, along 
with locks, helmets and 
other accessories. Students 
will build racks to store 
the bikes and teach other 
students at Valley New 
School and Appleton Central 
about bicycle safety.

JAN



      AppletonEducationFoundation.org Inspired? Learn how to establish your own fund for education. 920-832-1517
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New Year’s Day/ 
Last Day of Hanukkah

AASD Classes Resume

Martin Luther King Day Inauguration Day

Chinese New Year



FE
B School nurses provide an important bridge between health care and 

education. An Appleton Education Foundation grant supplied school 
nurses with Glogerm kits and accessories for special handwashing 
presentations in elementary classrooms across the district. 

Nurses teach correct handwashing steps and explain how stopping 
the spread of germs helps reduce illness. They use Glogerm lotion 
and a black light as a striking way to show students the “germs” 
present before and after proper handwashing. 



Make a forever gift and name the AEF as a beneficiary of your retirement plan or  
life insurance policy or include a bequest in your will. Learn more. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
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Groundhog Day

Valentine’s Day

Presidents’ Day

Random Acts of 
Kindness Week

D
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My hands are The Best Part of Me because my hands look like me! They 
also assist me with ALL of my favorite things that I like to do. My hands 
help me learn from my mistakes. My hands can help each other, like two 
peas in a pod. My hands are like my eyes and they are The Best Part of Me.

Art teacher Karen Ebben developed “The Best Part of Me” project to increase students’ self-esteem and self-
acceptance. She encouraged her sixth-graders to use music and writing to help them reflect on, discover and 
celebrate what makes them special. Students then worked with a professional photographer to capture an image 
of their “best part” and wrote an accompanying poem or artist statement. Framed pictures and written works 
were displayed for the public at The Refuge in spring 2016. A grant from the Ellen Kort Endowment Fund within 
the Appleton Education Foundation supported the photographer’s fee and provided supplies for the project.



What area of education is most meaningful to you?  
Learn how you can have an impact. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

   1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31  

Ash Wednesday Read Across  
America Day  

(Dr. Seuss’ birthday)

Daylight Saving 
Time starts

Spring Equinox

St. Patrick’s Day

AASD 
Spring 
Break 

March 
27-31
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Fourth-grade students at Stephen Foster 
Elementary Charter School become inventors 
and entrepreneurs as they design, build 
and operate a cardboard arcade. Students 
create games made out of cardboard and 
other supplies, including wooden craft sticks, 
paper cups, masking tape, and rubber bands. 
They apply for positions needed to run an 
arcade. Think security and maintenance. 
The arcade opens for one day when younger 
students play the games to win candy and 
other coveted prizes. Appleton Education 
Foundation funding provided equipment 
and supplies to help ensure this innovative 
project continues for many years to come.



      AppletonEducationFoundation.org Inspired? Learn how to establish your own fund for education. 920-832-1517
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

      1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

April 23-29: 
National 

Volunteer Week

Palm Sunday

Easter

First Day of Passover

AASD Strings Festival 
7 p.m. @ Fox Cities 

Performing Arts Center

Last Day of Passover/ 
Tax Day

Administrative 
Professionals Day

Take Our Daughters 
and Sons to Work Day

Arbor Day

Volunteer 
Recognition Day

Good Friday



M
AY Over the past four years, members of the Book Club at Appleton West High School 

have been meeting weekly to discuss what they are reading, often having the 
opportunity to chat virtually with authors. The club has grown to more than 60 
members. Support from the AWHS Class of 1941 Fund, a designated endowment within 
the Appleton Education Foundation, helps buy books and subsidize student fees.

Members of the Class of 1941 established this fund in 2006 to support creative projects and 
programs at Appleton West High School. To date, more than $10,000 has been awarded.

“Getting to pick books and then discuss 
with people who have a similar passion 
is a really cool experience.” 

– Book Club member



Make a forever gift and name the AEF as a beneficiary of your retirement plan or  
life insurance policy or include a bequest in your will. Learn more. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31    

Mother’s Day Memorial Day/ 
Armed Forces Day

Ramadan starts

Teacher 
Appreciation Day

National Day  
of Prayer

Teacher 
Appreciation 

Week



The Appleton Education Foundation 
presents the Thomas G. Scullen Leadership 
Award to someone whose leadership 
traits and activities have demonstrated a 
commitment to improving the quality of 
education in the region. The annual award 
is given in memory of Dr. Tom Scullen, 
late superintendent of the Appleton Area 
School District and one of AEF’s founders. 
Honorees receive an engraved award 
and a cash prize of $1,000 to direct to the 
nonprofit cause of their choice.

JUNE

Mary Beth Nienhaus

20
14

Ellen Kort*

20
11

Donald W. Brown*

20
08

 

Gary A. Jahnke

20
15

Susan May, Ph.D.

20
12

John E. Mielke, M.D.

20
09

 

Jon Stellmacher

20
16

Lou Hull

20
13

James W. Perry, Ph.D.

20
10

 * Deceased.



What area of education is most meaningful to you?  
Learn how you can have an impact. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 

JU
NE

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

    1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30  

20th Anniversary of 
AEF’s tax exempt status

D-Day AASD Last Day 
of School

Flag Day

Father’s Day Juneteenth Summer Solstice

AU



JU
LY

Badger Elementary School music teacher Sarah Phelps used 
a grant from the Appleton Education Foundation to purchase 
a singing bowl. Each class now begins with the bowl’s melodic 
tone. It serves as a sign that students should prepare their minds 
for music. When the tone fades away, students are ready to 
listen to directions or start the first activity. It is a special treat for 
students to have a turn at playing the singing bowl.

“Thank you so much for the grant funding 
to purchase a singing bowl for Badger!  
It is helping us to be mindful and musical.” 

– Sarah Phelps



      AppletonEducationFoundation.org Inspired? Learn how to establish your own fund for education. 920-832-1517

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

      1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31 JU
LY

The 2017 Knowledge Open golf event is Friday, July 21, at Winagamie Golf Course. 

Independence Day

AEF’s Knowledge 
Open Golf Event



AU
G

Even after summer has passed, Mile of Music performances continue to gain fans 
in Appleton schools. Some of the proceeds of the popular original music festival in 
downtown Appleton go to the Mile of Music Fund within the Appleton Education 
Foundation to enhance music education for students in district. One of the initial 
grants provided the first set pieces for Wilson Middle School’s theater department. 
The school’s performance of High School Musical Jr. involved 60 students, many of 
whom do not participate in other school activities. 
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SEPTA nearly 15-year-old prairie garden on the campus shared by 
Highlands Elementary School and Odyssey was made more  
usable for teachers, students and the community with an Appleton 
Education Foundation grant. The prairie is bordered by 18 garden 
plots, each cultivated by a Hmong family in the school community. 
These community gardens have increased parental involvement. 
In addition, a new outdoor classroom space gives teachers another 
option for a meeting location and hands-on activities.
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“I Never Saw Another Butterfly” was modeled after a 
project by Holocaust Museum Houston. Einstein Middle 
School eighth-graders read books about the Holocaust and 
selected a child to research. Art, history and language arts 
teachers integrated their curriculum for this project. In the 
end, the students designed clay butterflies to represent a 
Holocaust victim’s life. A grant from AEF provided special 
tools needed to create the art pieces for the project. 
Butterflies now are on permanent display at Einstein. 
Future Einstein students will continue this project.
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Appleton East High School students 
apply engineering skills, learn about the 
aviation industry and explore careers in 
aviation as part of their experience in the 
new Drone Club. Physics teacher Mike 
Rousch received Appleton Education 
Foundation funding to purchase kits and 
related materials that students used to 
construct and program the drones to 
achieve safe and controlled flight. 

The Drone Club plans to expand its 
membership and compete with other 
area schools through a Drone Venture 
competition being developed with the 
Experimental Aircraft Association and 
Fox Valley Technical College.



M
AR

Make a forever gift and name the AEF as a beneficiary of your retirement plan or  
life insurance policy or include a bequest in your will. Learn more. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 

NO
VE

M
BE

R

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

   1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30   

Daylight Saving 
Time ends

Election Day Veterans Day

Thanksgiving

National 
Philanthropy Day

Giving Tuesday



DE
C

Retired principal Nancy Scheuerman and her 
husband, Tom, wanted to make a difference 
for teachers new to the Appleton Area School 
District. In 2015, they established a donor 
advised fund within the Appleton Education 
Foundation to help new teachers enhance 
their classroom and provide a more enriching 
environment for students. Michelle Mees, 
fourth- and fifth-grade teacher at Edison 
Elementary School, received one of the first 
Scheuerman Fund grants to create a reading 
space and expand her classroom library. 

Nancy and Tom review applications and 
recommend to AEF which grants to award. They 
trust that the Foundation will carry out their 
wishes when they are no longer able to do it.
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In the past fiscal year, the Appleton Education Foundation awarded more than $287,000 in grants 
to support the following classroom and community projects, educator training, student scholarships 
and program enhancements not covered by the Appleton Area School District budget. 
Grants are from the Appleton Education Foundation Fund – an unrestricted endowment fund – unless otherwise noted.

Appleton Area School District:
• Handwashing initiative in all 

AASD elementary schools.
• Attendance of more than 

100 middle and high school 
students at WE Day Chicago, 
an inspirational day designed 
to encourage young people 
to improve their community 
and world. (Stoner Fund)

• Visit by author Jonathan 
Friesen for presentations to 
AASD high school students, 
a staff development 
session and a community 
presentation at the 
Appleton Public Library.

• Purchase of electric string 
instruments and accessories 
for use in AASD elementary 
schools. (Mile of Music Fund)

• Summer staff professional 
development sessions 
on growth mindset, 
career-based learning and 
science at the Positively 
Educating Healthy Kids 
Summer Institute.

• Support for education 
and certification for Math 
Recovery Trainer, who will 
train district staff members 
to diagnose and help 
students struggling in math.

• AASD student home building 
project in partnership with 
Appleton Housing Authority 
and its companion nonprofit 
Neighborhood Housing, Inc. 

• Unrestricted grants from 
the Foundation for 19 AASD 
schools represented at the 
2016 golf event, the AEF 
Knowledge Open. Schools 
used the funds to upgrade 
instructional technology, 
provide additional leveled 
reading materials, offer 
staff development and 
provide support for other 
programs and activities 
above and beyond what the 
site budgets can support. 
(Opportunity Fund)

• Performances for area 
elementary school 
children at the Fox Cities 
Performing Arts Center. (PAC 
Student Support Fund)

• Support for the district's 
robotics team, including 
materials and equipment 
for building robots, and 
team-related expenses. 
(NEW Apple Corps 
Robotics Team Fund)

• Enhancements for the 
reading tutoring program. 
(United for Success 
Tutor Program Fund)

• Support for Junior Math 
League. (Money Smarts Fund)

Appleton Area School District 
and General Community:
• 2016 AEF Community 

Education Program speakers. 
(Early Childhood Fund)

• High school and college 

students and teachers 
from the Appleton Area 
School District, Neenah and 
Fox Valley Lutheran high 
schools, Fox Valley Technical 
College, Lawrence University, 
and UW-Fox Valley, as 
well as other community 
members, attended the 
2016 Nobel Conference 
together to learn from the 
world’s foremost scholars 
and researchers. (EMMA 
Nobel Education Fund)

Appleton Community 4K:
• iPads for use in Integrated 4K 

classrooms at Bridges Child 
Enrichment Center within the 
Community Early Learning 
Center. (Heffron Fund)

Appleton Public 
Montessori School: 
• General educational 

enhancements. (Appleton 
Public Montessori 
General Fund)

Badger Elementary School: 
• Singing bowl to help students 

focus their minds and 
prepare for music class.

Columbus Elementary School: 
• Seating and storage 

materials to support goals 
for universal design learning. 
(Scheuerman Fund)

• Essential oils to increase 
student focus and 
concentration.

Community Early Learning 
Center of the Fox Valley: 
• Grants from the Appleton 

Education Foundation 
Fund and Elementary 
Education Fund supported 
the Center, which is home 
to the Appleton Area School 
District’s 4K program and 
diagnostic center, as well as 
other agencies and programs 
serving young children.

• Materials to create home 
literacy bags for use by 
Community Early Learning 
Center families.

East High School:
• Kit drones and practice 

drones for new Drone Club.
• MinecraftEdu software 

for use in United States 
history classes.

• Introduction to yoga 
to enhance student 
understanding in world 
history classes.

• Equipment for school 
store to help students 
track inventory, analyze 
sales and create 
accounting spreadsheets. 
(Opportunity Fund)

• Athletic facility 
enhancements. (Patriot 
Athletic Club Fund)

• Support student research 
into school history and 
a historical display to 
celebrate East’s 50th year.

• To begin a support 
group for students with 
diabetes. (Stoner Fund)

Edison Elementary School: 
• Support for family dinner 

nights planned and 
led by a dietician.

• Student-selected books 
and seating and storage 
materials. (Scheuerman Fund)

• Guitars and accessories. 
(Donor pass-through)

Einstein Middle School: 
• Playaways – preloaded, 

secure audiobooks with 
headphones to help 
struggling readers. (Appleton 
Education Foundation 
Fund and Heffron Fund)

• Integrated art, writing and 
history project. Students 
read texts about the 
Holocaust and created 
ceramic butterflies to 
represent children lost 
during that time.

• Instruction about 
homelessness, poverty, 
mental illness and bullying 
and development of public 
service announcements for 
their topic. (Stoner Fund)

Grants Awarded



Ferber Elementary School: 
• Purchase of authentic 

Hmong books, dolls, story 
cloths and instruments 
for classroom lessons and 
school multicultural night.

• Educational enhancements 
and basic needs items for 
at-risk students. (Ferber 
Compassion Fund)

Foster Elementary 
Charter School:
• Fitbits as part of an 

integrated approach to 
teach students about 
health and fitness, as well 
as global health issues.

• Supplies for cardboard 
arcade games designed and 
operated by fourth-graders.

Franklin Elementary School: 
• Special projects and 

programs to enhance 
education. (Pope Fund and 
donor pass-through)

Highlands/Odyssey 
Elementary Schools: 
• Expansion of school 

community garden 
and addition of an 
outdoor classroom.

Horizons Elementary School: 
• Expanding Expression 

tool kits and other 
resources to promote 
vocabulary development 
for kindergarten students, 
English language learners 
and speech/language 
students. (Melzer Fund)

• One new book for 
each student. (Reading 
is a Gift Fund)

Huntley Elementary School: 
• Special seating for use by 

students with learning 
disabilities. (Melzer Fund) 

Jefferson Elementary School:
• Help for at-risk students  

to participate in extra-
curricular activities.  
(Seeds for Learning Fund)

• Support for IMPACT program. 
(Donor pass-through)

Johnston Elementary School:
• Enhancements for the 

school’s cafeteria initiative, 
designed to encourage 
a calm atmosphere and 
promote student discussion 
during lunchtime.

• General support for 
school programs. 
(Donor pass-through)

Lincoln Elementary School:
• Special curriculum 

to help teach social 
communication skills.

Madison Middle School:
• Labyrinth pathway on 

school grounds to increase 
opportunities for exercising 
body, mind and spirit.

• Supplies for Wildcat 
Community Closet, a 
secure storage space 
for basic needs items to 
assist needy students.

• Subscription to The New York 
Times Upfront magazine for 
English Language Arts class.

• Enhancements to art 
department. (Donor 
pass-through)

Magellan Middle School:
•  Support for participants 

in Wisconsin State Future 
Problem Solving State Bowl 
competition. (SAACC Fund)

McKinley Elementary School:
• Teacher guide and 

supporting texts for 
lessons about kindness.

• Art, photography and poetry 
project that encouraged 
students to focus on 
what they love about 
themselves. (Kort Fund) 

• Video camera for school 
use. (Tom “Love all” 
Teachers Fund)

• Playaways – preloaded, 
secure audiobooks with 
headphones – for use by 
students in special education 
programs. (Appleton 
Education Foundation 
Fund and Pitt Fund)

North High School:
• Support student 

participation in business-
related events and 
activities. (Lang Fund)

• Special seating for use 
in special education 
classroom. (Melzer Fund)

• To begin a support 
group for students with 
diabetes. (Stoner Fund)

Richmond Elementary School:
• Culturally diverse dolls, 

puppets and puzzles for 
kindergarten classrooms 
to more accurately reflect 
diverse student population. 

Dan Spalding Academy:
• Educational enhancements 

for at-risk youth attending 
the Dan Spalding Academy 
program. (Spalding Fund)

Tesla Engineering 
Charter School Fund:
• General support for school 

activities. (Tesla Fund)

Valley New School 
and Central High:
• Used bicycles and accessories 

to promote physical activity 
and provide transportation 
to student leadership and 
service learning projects 
in the community.

Valley New School:
• Support for the school’s 

operations and activities. 
(Valley New School Fund)

West High School:
• 3-D printer to help biology 

and genetics students 
better understand proteins 
and genetic material by 
creating 3-D structures.

• Unique Learning System 
curriculum and table for 
use in a special education 
classroom. (Melzer 
Fund and Pitt Fund)

• Grants from the Appleton 
West High School Endowment 
Fund, the AWHS Class of 
1941 Fund, the Gerald E. 
Hoffman Memorial Fund 
and the Appleton West 
High School Historical Fund 
provided support for the 
arts and other educational 
enhancements at the school.

• Grants from the B.G. 
Society Fund and Jinny 
Bosser Memorial Fund 
provided assistance for 
low-income students to 
participate in band and 
other school activities.

• Tools for technical education 
department. (Meyer Fund)

Wilson Middle School:
• Materials and supplies 

to grow the school’s 
theatre department. 
(Mile of Music Fund)

• Supplies for students to 
compete in a nutritional 
recipe contest. (Stoner Fund)

Photo from "Best Part of Me" 
project at McKinley Elementary 
(March calendar feature)



Scholarship Grants 

A number of AEF funds provided continuing education scholarships for graduates of Appleton high schools.

Appleton East High School Patriot 
Athletic Club Scholarship Fund:
• Provides scholarships for East High School 

seniors who have participated in Patriot 
Athletic Club-sponsored activities and are 
planning to pursue post-secondary education.
 2016 Recipients: Rachel Esker, Cole Krause, 

Brady Reichardt, Megan Schweitzer

Gene Britton Memorial Scholarship Fund:
• Provides a scholarship for a graduating 

Appleton East, North or West high school 
senior who attended Einstein Middle School 
and plans to become an educator.
 2016 Recipient: Alexandria Floodstrand

Pete Carlson Memorial Scholarship Fund:
• Provides a scholarship to a West High 

School graduate with special interest and 
ability to pursue a college art degree.
 2016 Recipient: Sydney Vander Linden

Excel Volleyball Scholarship Fund
• Provides a scholarship to a female graduate of 

West, North or East high school who has played 
volleyball at least three years of high school.
 2016 Recipient: Megan Schweitzer

Thomas Haag – AEHS Class of 
’79 Scholarship Fund:
• Provides a scholarship to an East High 

School graduate who participated in a 
sports activity and who has faced and 
overcome a personal challenge.
 2016 Recipient: Alexis Shannon

Earl W. Harder Memorial Scholarship Fund:
• Provides a scholarship to a West 

High School graduate who plans to 
pursue a degree in business
 2016 Recipient: Madelyn Hartjes

Donald and Vivian Huth Family Scholarship Fund:
• Provides a scholarship for a student from 

East or West high schools who is planning to 
pursue a degree in education or culinary arts.
 2016 Recipient: Rebecca Kimball

Columbus Elementary School-Fred 
Hoffman Memorial Endowment Fund:
• Awards a scholarship to an Appleton 

Area School District student who 
attended Columbus Elementary School 
during his or her elementary years.
 2016 Recipient: Cheng Xiong

Dave Hussey Memorial Fund:
• Provides a scholarship to a graduating, college-

bound senior. The award rotates annually among 
Appleton East, West and North high schools.
 2016 Recipient: Abbey Perre

Albert & Mary Rhoades Museum and Charitable 
Foundation Scholarship Fund for A-Tech:
• Awards scholarships to graduates from 

Appleton Technical Academy.
 2016 Recipients: Michael Delfosse, Esai Hernandez

Tim Schroeder Memorial Scholarship Fund:
• Provides scholarships for graduating 

Appleton East High School seniors who have 
participated in school athletics and plan 
to pursue post-secondary education.
 2016 Recipients: Rachel Esker, Cole Krause

Valley New School Scholarship Fund:
• Provides scholarships for graduating 

seniors at Valley New School.
 2016 Recipient: Danielle Witt

WCA Thomas Scullen Memorial Scholarship Fund:
• Provides scholarships for graduates of 

Wisconsin Connections Academy Charter 
School who attended an accredited high school 
and plan to pursue a degree at an accredited 
university, technical college or trade school.
 2016 Recipient: Noah Langenfeld

The Appleton Education Foundation funded nearly 
$47,000 in last fiscal year's two competitive grant 
cycles. Funds supported educators' innovative 
classroom and school project ideas and professional 
development opportunities. AEF favors projects 
that demonstrate educational innovation, focus on 
content enrichment and skills development, and 
those that have measureable indicators of success.

Professional 
Development

$15,500

Arts
$2,650

History
$2,984

STEM
$4,547

Social 
Awareness/
Compassion
$2,458

33%

9.2%

16.3%

5.2%

9.7%

4.4% 10.1% 6.4%

5.6%

Reading/English 
Language Arts

$4,759

Diversity
$2,053

Health/
Wellness
$7,670

Other
$4,342

COMPETITIVE GRANTS BY TYPE



The Appleton Education Foundation manages endowment and 
other charitable funds to help individuals, families and businesses 
make a meaningful difference for education in Appleton.

At the end of fiscal year 2016, the AEF managed the following funds to enhance educational excellence:

Designated Funds

Appleton Bilingual Charter School Fund
Appleton Career Academy Endowment Fund
Appleton East Library Campaign Fund
Appleton Public Montessori General Fund
Appleton West - Addition to Tradition Fund
AWHS Class of 1941 Fund
Appleton West High School Class of 45 Fund
Appleton West High School Endowment Fund
Appleton West High School Historical Fund
B.G. Society Fund
Jinny Bosser Memorial Fund
Columbus Elementary School –  
 Fred Hoffman Memorial Endowment
Edison Elementary School Fund 
Elementary Reading Restricted UFRS Fund
Ferber Elementary School Compassion Fund
Fox River Academy Fund
Horizons Elementary "Reading is a Gift" Fund
Gerald E. Hoffman Memorial Fund
Paul E. Hoffman Fund for Foster Elementary School
Kaleidoscope Academy Endowment Fund
Erik J. Lang North High Business Education Fund
Tom "Love all" Teachers Fund  
 for McKinley Elementary School
Tim Meyer Memorial Fund
NEW Apple Corps Robotics Team Fund
North Booster Club Endowment Fund
PAC Student Support Fund
Hazel Pope - Franklin School Fund
Albert & Mary Rhoades Fund for A-Tech 
Seeds for Learning Fund 
Dan Spalding Academy Endowment Fund
Forrest and Roberta Sprowl Fund
Talented & Gifted Fund
Teacher Idea Exchange Fund
Tesla Engineering Education Fund
United for Success Tutor Program
Valley New School Fund
Brad Wiese Family Fund for Literary Arts

Field of Interest Funds

Early Childhood Fund
Diversity Fund
Betsy Melzer Endowment Fund
EMMA Nobel Education Fund
Ellen Kort Endowment Fund
Mile of Music Fund
Connie Pitt Memorial Endowment Fund
SAACC Endowment Fund
Thomas G. Scullen Leadership Award Fund
Vira and Alan Stoner Education Fund

Donor Advised Funds

Bob and Gerri Heffron Family Endowment Fund
Scheuerman Family Fund

Scholarship Funds

Aramark Scholarship Fund 
Gene Britton Memorial Scholarship Fund
Pete Carlson Memorial Scholarship Fund
Excel Volleyball Scholarship Fund 
Thomas Haag-Appleton East  
 Class of '79 Scholarship
Earl W. Harder Memorial Scholarship Fund
Dave Hussey Memorial Scholarship Fund
Donald and Vivian Huth Family Scholarship Fund 
Patriot Athletic Club Scholarship Fund
Albert & Mary Rhoades  
 Scholarship Fund for A-Tech 
Tim Schroeder Memorial Scholarship
Valley New School Scholarship Fund
WCA Thomas Scullen Memorial Scholarship

Unrestricted Funds

Appleton Education Foundation Fund
Opportunity Fund

  Indicates new funds established July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016

Donors give to charitable funds in the Appleton 
Education Foundation – or create their own in their 
name or that of a loved one – to support the area 
of education most meaningful to them. Some funds 
enhance education for a specific school or program, 
others support projects in a particular interest area 
(like special education), and others provide college 
scholarships. Unrestricted gifts allow the Foundation 
to direct funds toward the area of greatest need.

Charitable Funds within the Appleton Education Foundation

Scholarship
$24,500

9%
1%18%

3%

6%

64%

Donor Advised
$2,545

Designated
$182,662

Field of 
Interest
$18,198

Pass-through
$8,355

Unrestricted
$51,194

GRANTS BY FUND TYPE



STATEMENT FINANCIAL POSITION 
June 30, 2016

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents ...............................................  $10,430 

Contributions receivable .....................................................  $3,050 

Investments ...................................................................  $2,522,891 

Property and equipment, net .............................................  $2,335 

Capital lease receivable ...................................................  $312,243 

Total assets ...................................................................................................... $2,850,949 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES:
Note payable ......................................................................  $22,726 

Other liabilities .....................................................................  $9,413 

Total liabilities ......................................................................................................  $32,139 

NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted ...................................................................  $2,815,760 

Temporarily restricted .........................................................  $3,050 

Total net assets .............................................................................................  $2,818,810 

Total liabilities and net assets ...................................................... $2,850,949

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016

Support and other revenue

Contributions  ...................................................................  $416,070 

Gain (loss) on investments  .............................................  ($86,508)

Investment income  ...........................................................  $43,172 

Total support and other revenue .....................................................  $372,734 

Grants and expenses

Grants expense  ...............................................................  $286,222 

Other Program related expenses  .................................  $108,148 

Management and general: 

 Investment manager fees  ........................................  $22,303 

 Administrative expenses  ..........................................  $83,921 

Fundraising expenses  .......................................................  $71,272 

Total grants and expenses .....................................................................  $571,866 

Change in net assets ................................................................................ ($199,132)

Net assets

Beginning of year  ...................................................................................... $3,017,942
End of year  ......................................................................................................  $2,818,810

Financials 

This is a summarized financial statement presentation that does not include Winagamie, Inc., the Appleton Education Foundation's wholly owned subsidiary. 
The Appleton Education Foundation is a Supporting Organization of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region. A complete audited financial 
statement of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region and Supporting Organizations is available upon request. Auditors: Schenck SC



Appleton Education Foundation 
Timeline

1997 Early leaders establish the Appleton Area Education Foundation.

1998 First grants awarded to creatively enhance education 
in AASD. Funded by board member contributions.

 First named endowment established to remember 
beloved AASD physical therapist Betsy Melzer. 

 Board of Directors revises name to Appleton Education Foundation.

1999 First grants awarded from unrestricted endowment earnings.

2000 AEF stewards 16 charitable funds.

2002 AEF stewards 21 charitable funds.

2004 Unrestricted endowment assets pass $1 million, 
reaching the initial goal set by founding board.

2005 Julie Krause is hired as AEF’s first executive director.

2006 AEF purchases condo space in City Center East in downtown 
Appleton. The majority of the space is leased to AASD for its 
administrative needs and AEF uses the rest for its own offices.

 Foundation launches the “Brain to Five” initiative, 
bringing experts in early brain development and 
learning to Appleton for free, public presentations.

2007 AEF expands capacity by adding a half-time  
administrative assistant.

 AEF stewards 42 charitable funds.

2008 First Thomas G. Scullen Leadership Award 
is presented to Donald W. Brown.

2013 AEF expands capacity by hiring full-time development 
and communications coordinator.

 Winagamie, Inc., parent company of Winagamie Golf Course, 
is gifted to AEF by longtime AASD teacher and coach Mary 
Beth Nienhaus. The golf course business deepens AEF’s 
educational partnerships with AASD and Fox Valley Technical 
College through beyond-the-classroom experiences.

2016 AEF’s total grant-making exceeds $4 million in support of educational 
programs and projects in Appleton public schools and community.

 AEF stewards 64 charitable funds.

 Plans under way to celebrate foundation’s first 
20 years and look ahead to the next 20.

In Tribute
Making a donation to 
the Appleton Education 
Foundation is a meaningful 
way to honor or remember 
the people who have made 
a difference in your life. 

Honorariums

Between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 
2016, the Foundation received gifts 
in honor of the following people:

James Donnellan 
Johnston Elementary School Staff
Keith Kohlman
Tara Kraft-Mahnke
Robert and Lisa Ross
Jeanine Zornow

Memorials

Between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 
2016, the Foundation received gifts 
in memory of the following people:

Tyler Baseman
Bob Brandt
Kay Chicquette
Azalea Dunlap
Janet Giugler
John Gurholt
Bill Hartling
Tom Haag
Dave Hash
Ron Knorr
Ellen Kort
James Kuebler
Don Laedtke
Erik Lang
Lois Mattern
Brian McMahon

Kyle McCarthy
Betsy Melzer
Tim Meyer
Deb Mielke
Bill Mielke
Ellen Mielke  
   Anderson
Keith Mossholder
Sherwood Russell
Jay Sauter
Wayne Schroeder
Alyce Sclipcea
Carol Slowinski
Maynard Sohr
Rod Weber
Brad Wiese



Board of Directors

Directors

Judy Baseman

David Burrows

Lou Chicquette

Bob Duimstra

Dan Flannery (Vice President)

Pam Gruner (Vice President)

Amy Henselin

Gary Jahnke (President)

Jerimiah Janssen

Nancy Johnshoy

John Keller

Diane Lightfield

Tom Mangold

Tim McKeag 

Laura Meronk (Secretary)

John E. Mielke

Paul Shrode

Maria Van Laanen

Jennifer Voigt (Treasurer)

Ex-Officio Directors

Lee Allinger
AASD Superintendent 

Candice Breitengross, Vice President
Appleton Education Association

Sharon Fenlon, President
AASD Board of Education 

Staff

Lisa Jabas
Administrative Assistant

Lori Kaufman
Development & Communications 
Coordinator

Julie Krause
Executive Director

Committee Members

Marlene Angevine (ret)
Judy Baseman (bd, grt)
Candice Breitengross (bd, grt)
Gordon Case (ret)
Bob Duimstra (bd, bde)
Marcia Engen (ret)
Dan Flannery (bd, exe, com)
Mary Furlong (ret)
Pam Gruner (bd, glf*, grt)
Amy Henselin (bd, bde)
Don Hietpas (glf, grt)
Gary Jahnke (bd*, exe, com*)
Jerimiah Janssen (bd, glf, rde)
Nancy Johnshoy (bd, glf)
John Keller (bd, rde*)
Joyce Laedtke (ret)
Dianne Lang (com, ret)
Diane Lightfield (bd, exe, glf, grt*)
Tom Mangold (bd, rde)
Tim McKeag (bd, exe, rde, glf)

Laura Meronk (bd, exe, bde*)
John E. Mielke (bd, rde, glf)
Sally Mielke (grt)
Ann Moe (ret)
Shari Moscinski (ret)
Judy Phillips (ret)
Robin Reif (ret*)
Joe Sargent (glf)
Alan Schroeder (ret*)
Paul Shrode (bd, bde)
Bob Simon (grt)
Vira Stoner (com, ret)
Tina Tillman (grt)
Joni VandenHeuvel (ret)
Teena VanDriest (grt)
Maria Van Laanen (bd, bde)
Jennifer Voigt (bd, exe)
Barb Walstrom (ret)
Dave Willems (com)
Judy Winzenz (com, ret)

Membership Codes

bd Board of Directors
bde Board Development Committee
com Communications Committee
exe Executive Committee
glf Golf Outing Committee

grt Grants Committee
rde Resource Development Committee
ret AASD Retiree Committee
* Chair 

Appleton Education Foundation
122 E. College Avenue, Suite 1-B 
Appleton, WI  54911
(920) 832-1517
info@AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
www.AppletonEducationFoundation.org

A volunteer board of directors is guided by AEF’s mission:  
To creatively enhance education in our community.

A supporting organization of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region. Al
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