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Dear Friends,

Welcome to our 2017 Annual Report.

Anniversaries provide natural opportunities to reflect on how we got here, 
evaluate what we are doing and determine how best to serve our community  
in the years to come.

We are proud to share with you some milestones and accomplishments  
as the Appleton Education Foundation nears the end of a remarkable 
20th anniversary year. 

More than 120 grants totaling more than $175,000 made a difference for 
students and teachers in the Appleton Area School District. This report features 
some of the students and staff members who benefited. AEF grants over 
20 years total more than $4.4 million to enhance educational excellence.

In this report you will also read about some of the year’s activities and events. 
Every activity, every event, every grant is evidence of AEF fulfilling its mission: To 
creatively enhance education in our community. Of special note:

	 The board set ambitious goals to position the Appleton Education 
Foundation for long-term sustainability, to award more and larger grants for 
education, and to partner with schools, individuals and families in growing 
endowment funds to benefit education for generations to come. 

•	 The current board of directors started an administrative endowment to 
assure AEF has the resources to meet the needs of donors and award 
grants long into the future. 

•	 Staff and board members are working with donors to establish at least 
20 new endowed funds for education. At the time of this publication, AEF 
had welcomed 17 new endowments into the Foundation family. 

•	 Six are designated endowments for specific AASD schools that 
participated in an endowment matching challenge supported by the 
Appleton Education Foundation, the Doug & Carla Salmon Foundation, 
and Brad Smith and Kathy Surace-Smith. 

•	 Thus far, the additional funds raised for education in this anniversary year 
will allow for an increase in grantmaking of at least $20,000 each year.

	 A new Foundation video highlights some organizational history and showcases 
a few of the many innovative grants AEF has awarded. http://bit.ly/2iSzU1v

	 Nearly 100 of AEF’s closest friends and supporters gathered for the annual 
Celebrate Education dinner. At the event, Marcia Engen, retired Appleton 
Area School District teacher, and tireless advocate for public education, 
received the 2017 Thomas G. Scullen Leadership Award. Brad Smith, Microsoft 
President and Appleton West alumnus, also joined us to share memories of 
his experiences in Appleton public schools and underscore the importance of 
giving back to organizations like the AEF.

	 The Foundation also hosted a breakfast for nearly 250 business and 
educational leaders. Brad Smith delivered the keynote address on Culture Shift: 
Fostering a Culture of Learn-it-Alls.

We can’t thank you enough for supporting the Appleton Education Foundation and 
for celebrating the 20th anniversary with us. With your gifts and partnership, we 
look forward to many more years of enhancing educational excellence. 

One of the executive director’s favorite pieces of AEF history is from a letter that 
Dr. John Mielke, one of AEF’s founders, sent to members of the early organizing 
group back in 1996. He said: “I hope in years ahead that we all can look back on 
the fall of 1996 and smile to ourselves that we did make a small difference.”

Well, John, we hope the success of the Foundation thus far does make you and 
other early leaders smile. As we like to say: We are just getting started.

As we honor the past and celebrate the present, we also look ahead with 
excitement and optimism to our next 20 years.

Many thanks,

Gary Jahnke 
Board President

Julie Krause 
Executive Director
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During our last fiscal year (ended June 30, 2017), more than 800 donors contributed to the Appleton Education Foundation. 
Some gifts established new charitable funds, while others were added to existing funds or were made in memory or in honor 
of a loved one. We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following donors for their generous gifts during the year. 

*This list was made with great care. However, if we have made an error, we apologize. Please contact us so we can double-check our records to ensure accuracy in the future. 

Platinum Donors  
($25,000 and Up)
•	 Aramark
•	 John Debbink
•	 Microsoft
•	 Joseph Nabbefeld
•	 Plexus Corporation
•	 Brad Smith and Kathy Surace-Smith
•	 Steve Thatcher

Gold Donors  
($10,000 to $24,999)
•	 Paul and Carol Anderson
•	 Appleton Area School District - employee payroll contributions
•	 Fox River Environmental Education Alliance
•	 Mielke Family Foundation
•	 John and Sally Mielke Family Fund
•	 Vira Stoner

Silver Donors ($1,000 to $9,999)
•	 Lee and Amy Allinger 
•	 Anonymous
•	 Asbestos Removal, Inc.
•	 Associated Bank
•	 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
•	 Baird Foundation, Inc.
•	 Baker Tilly
•	 P. Steve Barnett
•	 Thomas and Renee Boldt
•	 Camera Corner Connecting Point
•	 Steven and Anna Carlson
•	 Louis Chicquette
•	 Community Foundation for the  

	 Fox Valley Region
•	 Complete Office of Wisconsin
•	 Geoffrey T. Crowley Family  

	 Foundation, Inc.
•	 Davis and Kuelthau, SC
•	 David and Marcia Debbink

•	 DeLong Family Fund 
•	 DonateWell
•	 John and Sharon Fenlon
•	 First Business Bank
•	 Fox Communities Credit Union
•	 Gordon Flesch Company, Inc.
•	 Dean and Pam Gruner
•	 Hartwig Family Foundation, Inc.
•	 Robert and Geralyn Heffron
•	 Amy L. Henselin
•	 Highlands/Odyssey Elementary School
•	 Hoffman Planning, Design &  

	 Construction, Inc.
•	 Horizons Elementary School
•	 Dave Hussey Family
•	 Huzzard Systems
•	 Don and Betty Jabas Fund 
•	 Jack's Maintenance Service
•	 Julie Jilek

•	 Nancy and Steve Johnshoy
•	 William and Dorian Jordan
•	 Kaleidoscope Academy
•	 Frank Koffend
•	 Kohl's
•	 Laura and Gregory Meronk
•	 John and Sally Mielke
•	 Mile of Music Festival
•	 Miron Construction
•	 Patriot Athletic Club
•	 Pfefferle Companies, Inc.
•	 Piper Jaffray
•	 Reid and Deana Ribble
•	 Doug and Carla Salmon  

	 Foundation, Inc. 
•	 Aaron and Kristin Sass
•	 Stephen and Lorrie Savage
•	 School Specialty
•	 John Schubert

•	 Janet Scullen
•	 Seifert Family Fund 
•	 Kathi Seifert
•	 Lynne Slattery and Joel Schroeder
•	 Joan Smith
•	 Markalan and Ann Smith
•	 Bob Molitor and Joan Sommers
•	 Spats
•	 Ron and Judy Steindorf Family Fund 
•	 Ron Steindorf
•	 Bonnie L. Steindorf
•	 Joseph and Kristine Troy
•	 U.S. Bank N.A.
•	 Valley New School
•	 William and Julie Van Den Brandt
•	 Amy Van Straten
•	 von Briesen & Roper s.c.
•	 David J. Wallace

Bronze Donors ($500-$999)

Advanced Disposal
Anonymous (2)
Appleton East High School
Appleton Group Wealth Management

O.C. and Pat Boldt
James and Nathelee Bowman
Doug and Gayle Buth

Crane Engineering Sales
Crazy Sweet

Steven DeMay 

David and Kay Eggert
Energy Control & Design

John and Sharon Fenlon
Kirsten Finlayson
Michael R. Fitzpatrick
Daniel Foote
Fox Valley Traffic Club
Jay and Janet Fulkerson

Godfrey & Kahn S.C.
Ruth S. Gresham Fund 
Richard L. and Barbara  
	 Gunderson Fund 

Richard and Diane Harder
Herbert and Gayle Hardt
Herrling Clark Law Firm Ltd.

Donald and Kris Hietpas
Holtger Bros., Inc.

Gary and Debra Jahnke
Jefferson Elementary School
Johnson Bank Wealth Management
Scott and Darlene Jones
William and Lydwine Joy

Katapult, LLC
Julie and John Keller
Julie Krause

Lamers Bus Lines
Laminations

Dianne Lang
Carol Ligare
Diane Lightfield
Bonita Loeh
Darlene and Larry Londo 
Looy's Dogs LLC

M3 Insurance
McCarty Law LLP
McClone Insurance Group
David and Mary McKay
Menn Law Firm Ltd.
Douglas and Susan Meyer
Miller Electric Mfg. Co.

Barry and Rebecca O'Connor
Thomas and Cassie Owen

Edwin and Susan Patschke
Kara Pezzi

Jeff and Jone Riester

Schenck SC
Tom and Nancy Scheuerman
Carole Schroeder
Tim and Joann Schwan
Steve Seifert
Paul and Stacy Shrode
Skyward

Jon and Rebecca Stellmacher
Rick Stezenski

ThedaCare, Inc.
Tina and Andy Tillman
Tuttle Lake Woodworking, Inc.

UMR

Dick and Teena Van Driest

Our Generous Donors

  Indicates gifts from funds within the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.       Club 365 members.



Contributors (Up to $499)
Matthew Adams and  
	 Katie Chicquette 
Raeanne Albertson 
Amanda Albrecht 
Mike and Staci Allen 
Kelly Ambrose 
Andrea Amel 
Brian and Cynthia  
	 Anderson
Greg and Shari Anderson
Jack and Kathy Anderson
Anonymous (19)
Scott and Tanya  
	 Armstrong 
Appleton Parade  
	 Committee
Appleton-Fox Cities  
	 Kiwanis
Mark and Jill Austin
Stephanie Austin

Kathleen Bachman 
Daniel Balliet and Janet  
	 Carlson
Laura Barnett Kasperek 
Brian Bartel 
Andrea Bartel Riffle 
Jeff Barthen and William  
	 McDonald
Judith and Edward  
	 Baseman 
Barbara and Timothy  
	 Bauer
Tammy Bellin 
Mary Bend 
Edward and Susan  
	 Benedict
Benefit Circle  
	 Foundation Inc.
Douglas Benz 
Christopher Beres
Dale and Penny Bernard  
	 Schaber
Ruth A. Beula
Gayle Beuthien 
Laura Bidwell 
Donald E. Bigalke
Jarrad Bittner
Larry and Denise Bittner
Esther Blandon 
Louis and Corine Blasczyk
Jennifer Blattner 
Kevin Bleck 
Jayme Bleick Baehnman 

Jane Bleier 
Lisa Blenker 
Ruth and Willis Bloedow
Kathryn Boegh 
Tim Bobber
Kristopher and Julie Boeck
Joann Boisen 
Thomas Bomann 
Austin & Judith Boncher  
	 Charitable Fund 
Abby Bousley 
Nancy Bowen 
Gail Bowers McKay
Audrey Brandt
Allen Brant 
Candice Breitengross 
Michael and Gretchen  
	 Breitzman
Angela Bricco 
Karen Brice 
Rachel Brick 
Dennis and Nancy  
	 Brinkman
Britton Charitable Fund
Mitzi Britton
Mary Jayne Brown
Susanne Bruce 
Stephen and Jennifer  
	 Bryan
Ross Buchinger 
Tracy Buck 
Keli Budnik
Rebecca Buechler 
Linda Bunge 
Nan and Brad Bunnow 
Laurie Burns 
David Burrows
W.L. and Betty Button
Kara Buxton 
B'Wel Chiropractic &  
	 Health Associates, Inc.

Dick and Chris Calder
Kelly Camber 
Carol Carlson
Jeffrey Carpenter 
Helaine R. Carroll
Gordon Case
Lori Cash 
Jane and Rodney  
	 Chaganos
Christine Chapman 
Jennifer Childress
James J. Clark

Jeffrey Clark
Timothy Clark 
C.E. Close
Raymond and Mary  
	 Clough
Alvin and Julianne  
	 Cochran
Theresa Coenen 
Judy Coenen Eichhorn 
Kristin Comerford 
Community Blood  
	 Center, Inc.
Richard and Carrie Cook
Paul and Sue Cooney 
Kayla Courtney
Deborah Cox 
Alice Crawford
Cathy Crist
Bill Crockett
Nancy Crockford
Andrew Cross 
Kelli Cross 
Amy and Edward Crum
John and Barbara  
	 Cummings
Melissa Cust 

Kathy Dachelet
Francis Dagesse 
Cheryl Daley 
Sarah Dalke
Sylvia Damrow
Robert B. Dana
Susan Davis 
Bryan and Michelle  
	 Debbink
Mollie DeBruin 
Alicia Depagter 
Charles Depies and  
	 Lynn Nordquist
Byron Despres Berry 
Jamie Detert 
Curt Detjen Family Fund 
Katherine Devereaux 
Jacklyn Dickens
Amy Didreckson 
Jennifer Diedrich  
	 Vasquez 
Lori Dougherty 
Scott and Debra Douville
Marilyn Drager
Jeffrey and Valerie Dreier
Ann Dudley 
Robert and Karla Duimstra

Duimstra Family Fund 
Mikki Duran 
Antoinette M. Durben
JoAnn DuVall

East High School Facilities  
	 Department
East Parents Association
Jennifer Eastman 
Lisa Eastman 
Karen Ebben 
Ellen Edge 
Susan and Louis Eich
April Ellestad 
Chad and Lisa Endres 
Paul and Marcia Engen
Catherine Etheridge
Linda Evenson

Dick and Lori Fahrenholz
David and Anja Farid
Brian Farmer
James Fassbender 
Gerri Faustich 
Teri Fechter 
Sharen Felzer
Dominick Ferrito 
Laurie Figlmiller 
Gary and Mary Finman
Gerald and Debra Fisher
Lori Flaeschel Koch 
Dan and Mary Flannery
Stacey Foley 
Mary Foote
Stephen and Linda  
	 Franklin 
Thomas and Kathleen  
	 Franklin
Pamela Franzke 
Tiffany Frerks 
Donna Frick
Michael Froehlke 
Dawn Fulcer 
James and Linda  
	 Gaerthofner
Sheree Garvey 
Cheri Geniesse 
Nick and Ann Marie  
	 German 
Dennis Giaimo 
Ann Glenn
Charlie and Beverly Goff
Charlie and Beverly Goff  
	 Fund 

Goodshop
Mark Gorshe
Daniel and Mirjana  
	 Goymerac
Lisa Graf 
Renee Greenlee
Mary and Joe Greiner 
Gary and Pamela  
	 Griesbach
Margaret-Ann Griffith
Sharon Gronert 
Therese Gross 
Mabel Grummer
Joyce Gulbrandson
Elizabeth Gumtow 
Tamie Gundrum 

Kristin Haag
Colleen Haas 
Lisa Haen 
Jonathan and Joy Hagen
Janae Haleen
Robert and Sheila Hallada
Keith Halliday
Sue Hanmer
Erik Hanson 
William Hanstedt 
Jason Hanuszczak
James and Claudine  
	 Happel
Andrew and Kathryn  
	 Hardesty
Laura Harer 
Greg Hartjes 
Jessica Hartjes
Christine Hartman
Barbara Hechel
Cynthia Heegeman 
Heid Music Family  
	 Charitable Fund 
Heather Heisler 
Justin Heitl 
Katie Helbing
Deb and Jim Heller
Laura Heller 
Beth Heng 
Laura Henke
Mary Hermansen 
Lisa Hermus 
Kevin Herrling 
Jacqueline and Tom  
	 Herrmann 
Maxwell Herrmann 
Jean Herron 

Donald and Kris Hietpas
Jamie Hietpas 
Richard and Diane  
	 Hilsabeck
Deborah Hodson 
Steve and Judy Hoeft 
Cynthia Hoffman 
Helen Holmes 
Dr. Nancy J. Homburg
Gene and Lisa Hood 
Kristin Hooper 
Terry and Gloria Howe
James Huggins 
HuTerra Foundation Inc.

Scott and Margaret Idlas
Illinois Tool Works  
	 Foundation

Lisa Jabas
Kathy Jacobson 
Lucas Jadin 
Kristeen Jahner 
Jerimiah Janssen
Mark and Brenda Jenike
Jessica Jenkins Werner 
Annelise Jensen
Kimberly Jochman 
Brenda Johnson
Monica R. Johnson
Norman and Barbara  
	 Johnson
Patrick Johnson
Carla Jones 
Robert and Mary Lou  
	 Jones
Ronald and Nancy Jones
Vicki Justman 

Jill Kable 
Robert and Amy Karrels 
Debra Kaufman 
Lori and Brian Kaufman
Theresa Kaufman 
Lindsay and Jeremony  
	 Kautz
Paul and Pam Keane
James and Sally Keating
Craig Kellenberger 
Shannon and Jeannine  
	 Kenevan
Timothy Ketter
Mary Kleefisch-Klasen  
	 and Charles Klasen
Walter Kleman

Jack Knaack 
Hayden W. Knight
Gregory Knudson and  
	 Susan Hagen-Knudson
Lori Knudstrup 
Nichole Koch 
Lori Koehler 
Marjorie Koepke
Angela Koerner 
Cheryl Konkol Broullire 
Mary Ann Alberti-Kopps
Cindy Kort 
Mary Koschnik 
Margaret Kostelnik
Bridget Kramer
Thomas V. Kramer
Michelle Krause 
Robin and Barbara Krause
Amber Krueger 
Bonnie Krueger
Wanda Krueger 
Thomas and Susan  
	 Kubasta
Susan Kuehl 
Barbara Kuenzi
Karen Kwiatkowski 

Jennifer Lace
Joyce Laedtke
Margaret LaFleur 
Joe Lamers
Benjamin Lancour 
John and Molly Landis
Judy and Daniel Lange
Tanya Lange 
Celine Lapointe 
Jake Larsh 
Craig and Lisa Larson 
Darlene Leary
Patrick Lee 
Xong Lee 
James Lehto 
Jack W. Lemke
Ann Leonard 
Lori Leschisin 
Mark Leschke
John and Yvonne Lesure
Frederic and Dianne  
	 Liethen
Andrew Lind 
Matthew Lindsay and  
	 Kimberley Reilly
Michael and Mary  
	 Lokensgard

John Lokken
Amy Loritz
Gwen Lostocco 
Megan Luedtke 
Robert and Barbara  
	 Luedtke Fund 
David Lutzewitz

Melanie Malm 
Courtney Maloney
Tom and Kori Mangold
Gladys Manning
Catherine Markwardt 
Douglas Martin
Jacqueline Martin 
Tony Martin 
Ryan and Kathleen Marx 
Jamie Mauer
Susan and Timothy May
Amy McAloon
Paul McCann
Marcia McCaulley 
Kelly McCloy 
Jon and Bonnie McCluskey
Cynthia McDonough 
Kelly McGrath 
David and Mary McKay
Mark McQuade 
Denise McQuillen 
Joan and Allee Meagher
Tom and Karen Medema
Michelle Mees 
Jon Meidam 
Kevin Meidl 
Joanne Meier
Janet Meintz
Kimberly Melchert 
Patricia Merrifield 
Carly Meyer 
Cheryl Meyer 
Carrie Michiels 
Midwest Protection  
	 Services, Inc.
John E. Mielke, Jr.
Brett Miller 
Barbara Mincheff 
Matthew Mineau
Michael and Mary Mirkes
Elizabeth Mleziva
Tilman and Ann Moe
Douglas Moericke
Erin Mohr 
Alexandra Molitor 
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In Tribute
Making a donation to 
the Appleton Education 
Foundation is a meaningful 
way to honor or remember 
the people who have made 
a difference in your life. 

Honorariums

Between July 1, 2016, and June 30, 
2017, the Foundation received gifts 
in honor of the following people: 

Lee Allinger
Emily Bunnow
Sharon Fenlon
Helen Holmes
Dr. John Mielke
Corey W. Otis
Marie Waddell
Oliver Zornow

Memorials

Between July 1, 2016, and June 30, 
2017, the Foundation received gifts 
in memory of the following people:

Tyler Baseman 
Elaine Boyle
Kay Chicquette
William DeLong
Scott Dutton
Tom Haag
Bill Hartling
Dave Hash 
Gloria Johnson
Don Laedtke
Kyle McCarthy 
Brian McMahon 
Rita Medland

Ruth Mudrak
Rodger Reichardt
Sherwood Russell
Jay Sauter
Wayne Schroeder
Herb Simon
Carol Slowinski 
Judy Steindorf
Katie Stout
Michael Tebo
Ronald Tonnell
Brad Wiese

James and Pauline Moran
Debra Moreland 
Peter Morton
Noelle Mudrak
Michelle Mueller 
Cristina Mullally 
Stephanie Mullen 
Patricia Murphy
Thomas and Alison  
	 Murphy
Jerome Murphy
Joseph and Diane Murray
Stephanie Murray 
Cathryn and Peter  
	 Mutschler

Jacqueline Nider 
Laura Niemeier 
Janice and Harold Noffke

Ron and Kathryn  
	 Odegaard
Rita O’Brien 
Jane O’Hagan 
Thomas and Mary  
	 O'Hearn
Victoria Olenski 
Angela Olson 
Jolene M. Olson
William and Kay Olson
James Olson and Elizabeth  
	 Hermes-Olson
Bridgette Osorio 
Corey Otis 
Gregory and Margaret  
	 Otis
Lauren Ott 
Nancy Ottman 
Abbie O'Toole
Outagamie Conservation  
	 Club, Inc.
William and Ellen Owen

Anthony and Jean Palma
Christopher J. Parker
Janice Parker 
Lee and John Parker
Donna Paul 
Elisa Paul 
Barbara and Kenneth  
	 Pawlak
Jill Peachy 

Scott and Mary Peeples
Michael and Maren  
	 Pekarske
Joseph and Lucy Perez
James and Joy Perry
Patti Peters-Bloecher
Christina Peterson 
Jennifer Petrie 
Sarah Phelps 
Judy Phillips
James and Kristine Pierce
Richard Pike
Heather M. Pingel
Wendy Pitts 
Melissa Plantiko 
Valerie Plath 
David and Alexis Platt
Elizabeth Podlasek
Molly Pokwinski 
Sarah Pope 
Catherine and Shayne  
	 Porter 
Lisa Poss 
Thomas and Melissa  
	 Poulsen
Krista and Wes Powell 
Bonnie Pozolinski
Suzette Preston 
Susan Prince 
Thomas Pritzl 

Peter and Sharon Quello
Kimberly Quinn 

Bart and Shannon Rabas
Mark and Joan Radue 
Dora Railling
Joelene Raleigh 
Juan and Eleni Ramirez
Daniel Rankin
Amanda and Randy Reed
Ashley Reed 
Kevin and Jane Reichardt 
Stephanie Reinhardt
Phillip Reisweber 
Dawn Retzlaff 
Gretchen and John  
	 Richards 
Jane Rine
Karissa Ring 
Alma Rivera

Phillip and Ellen Roe
Michael and Mary Roets
Rebecca Romberg
Melissa Romenesko 
Mark Ropella 
Robert Ross 
Agris and Rasma Rozite
Reed Rudie 
Jane Rufe 
Walt and Milly Rugland
Richard and Kathleen  
	 Ruhsam
Mary Rusboldt
Daun Rusch 
Sonja Rusch 
Jill Rushkofske 
Barbara N. Russell

Janet Sager 
Sal Salamone
Margaret Sanchez 
Jennifer Sartori 
Lynn Sauby 
Kristine Sauter
Martha Sauter
Scott and Tracy Schaefer
Mary Scharenbroch 
Daniel and Pamela  
	 Scharenbrock 
Holly Schaumberg 
David and Sue Schini
Ruth Schmeckpeper 
Abby Schmidt 
Heidi Schmidt 
Jill Schmidt 
Eric and Karyn Schroeder
Sean and Carol Schuff
Cassie Schuh
Mary Schulz
Ronald and Kathryn Schulz
Todd M. Schulz
Annette Schwalenberg 
Emily and Jason Schwan 
Joann Schwan 
Patrick and Cathy  
	 Schwanke 
James and Brenda  
	 Schweder
Jeffrey and Casey Scott
Jeff Seering

Gene Seguin
Matthew T. Sell
Patricia A. Sheehan
Tanbir Sidhu
Robert and Sandra Simon
Thomas and Ann Simon
Mike Slowinski
Kimm Smith 
Sean and Tara Snow
Pauline Sohr
Jenifer Spangenberg 
Beth Spicer 
Marilyn Spieth
Douglas and Anne Stangel
Nicole Stark 
Margaret Steckbauer
John and Anita Steindorf
Kevin Steinhilber 
Suzette Stewart 
Jeanne Stilp
William and Susan Stone
Linda Stratton 
Corene Strohfeldt 
Ginger and Thomas  
	 Sturdivant
Judith Sucharski 
Steven Sugrue 
Douglas Sunke 
John and Suzanne  
	 Swanson
Maureen Syring 

David and Janice Tews
James Thaldorf 
Jeffrey and Marcia Theisen
Lisa Thiede 
Peter and Helen Thiel
Emily Thomas 
Allison Thome 
Paul and Renee  
	 Thompson
David and Karen Thomsen
Thrivent Financial  
	 Outagamie Chapter
Thrivent Choice Dollars  
	 Program
Thomas and Carol  
	 Titzkowski
Michelle Toal 
Gerardo A. Tolentino Jr. 

Gerald and Norma Tonnell
David Torrey 
Eric and Melissa Toshner 
Michael and Rena  
	 Tourville
Mary Tracey
Kyle Tripp
Kathryn Trnka 
Patricia Trochil
Mark and Kelly Truettner
Judith Tweed 

Renee Ulman 

Renae and Robert Van  
	 Heuklon
Maria and Chad Van  
	 Laanen
Janet Van Patten
Christine Van Ryzin 
Daniel Van Sickle
Jeffrey and Kathleen  
	 Van Straten
Trisha Vande Voort 
Jay and Dawn Vande Walle
Polly Vanden Boogaard 
Carly Vanden Heuvel
Bob and Joni Vanden  
	 Heuvel
Jennifer Vandeneng 
Jacci Vandenheuvel 
Paul and Ann  
	 Vander Heiden
Abby Vanderloop 
Kendra Vandertie 
Youa Vang 
Christine Vazquez 
Courtney Velpel 
Maria Vera
Andrea Vinje 
Ronald and Gwen Voelker
Ben and Lesley Vogel 
Jennifer and Ryan Voigt
Robin Vorenkamp 

Julie Walborn
Stephan Walker 
Thomas and Janet  
	 Wanamaker 
Dorothy Warren
Mark and Dawn Washatka

Sara Wayland 
James and Janet Weber
Linda Weber
Amanda Weidner 
Barbara Weihing
Paul Weisse 
Molly Welhouse
Deborah Werth
Tiffany Wesoloski 
Shannon West 
Terri Westby 
Jennifery Westphal 
M.W. Westphal
Troy and Julie Westphal
Julia Weyenberg 
Ronald and Kathryne  
	 Whitston
John and Judy Wildermuth
Susan Wildt
Kerry Williamsen 
Kellyn Wilson 
Sarah Wilterdink 
Judy Winzenz
Kay Wisnefske
Jeff Witt
Carmella Wittmann
Tammy Wittmann 
Dorothy Witzeling 
Ruth Woelfel 
Julie Wohlt 
Michael and Tonya Woida
Glenn Wontor
Sarah Wright 
John Wuebben 
Lynn and Mary Wussow

Stefanie Younger

Jennifer Zachek 
Tim Zachow
Karen Zanon 
Matthew Zimmerman 
Vicki Zipperer 
Richard and Kathryn  
	 Zivicki
Jeanine Zornow 
Oliver and Rebecca  
	 Zornow
Diane Zwiers 

  Indicates gifts from funds within the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.       Club 365 members.



A grant from the Appleton Education Foundation purchased a forge for Appleton West 
High School to help “heat up” students’ understanding of the relationship between metals 
and alloys and their internal properties. Students in West’s welding classes and in classes 
offered by Appleton Technical Academy, a charter school located at West, now use the 
forge to create projects by properly applying the correct amount of heat to various metals. 
It gives them a visual, hands-on understanding that is missed from just reading a text.

JAN



      AppletonEducationFoundation.org Inspired? Learn how to establish your own fund for education. 920-832-1517
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 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31    

New Year’s Day AASD Classes Resume

Martin Luther King Day



FEB
Students at Franklin Elementary 
School eagerly anticipate fifth 
grade, the year when they 
get their turn in the ballroom 
dance program. Instructors 
from local dance studios in 
the Appleton area teach the 
students important social 
skills, as well as dance steps, 
through weekly lessons at 
school. The culminating event is 
a dance “Showcase.” Students 
demonstrate what they learned 
for their family and friends and 
receive feedback from judges. 
The program is funded through 
the Hazel Pope – Franklin School 
Fund, a designated endowment 
fund within the Appleton 
Education Foundation.

Hazel “Cov” Pope taught first 
grade at Franklin from 1950-
1977. When she died in 2001 
at age 89, she left a lasting 
gift for students at the school 
she loved. Since the fund’s 
inception, more than $64,000 
has been distributed to 
Franklin for the ballroom dance 
program, intervention kits to 
support struggling readers, 
new playground equipment, 
technology enhancements, 
and more.

To learn how you can make a 
forever gift, call the Foundation 
office: (920) 832-1517



Make a forever gift and name the AEF as a beneficiary of your retirement plan or  
life insurance policy or include a bequest in your will. Learn more. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
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    1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28    

Valentine’s Day/
Ash Wednesday

Random Acts of 
Kindness Week

Chinese New Year

Groundhog Day

Presidents’ Day



M
AR

Sewing for a Cause 
Students at Wilson Middle School have the opportunity to learn the skill of sewing, as well as sew items for a local charity. Teacher 
Jennifer Berndt provides sewing instruction during Target Time, a time when students who need extra help in reading or math 
receive that intervention, while other students rotate through nine week cycles that extend their knowledge in reading or math. 
Sewing provides literacy practice through reading patterns and directions, and math skills practice through measuring and fractions.



What area of education is most meaningful to you?  
Learn how you can have an impact. 920-832-1517      AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

    1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31AASD 

Spring 
Break 

March 
26- 

April 2

Read Across  
America Day  

(Dr. Seuss’ birthday)

Daylight Saving 
Time starts

Spring Equinox

St. Patrick’s Day

Palm Sunday Good Friday First Day of Passover



Students from Appleton East High School and Horizons Elementary School learn where food comes 
from as they plant and harvest vegetables together in the East garden. They experience the joy of 
giving as they donate the produce to St. Joseph’s Food Program. Environmental science teacher Ryan 
Marx used a grant from the Appleton Education Foundation to purchase an automatic sprinkler 
system to improve efficiency of watering the expanded garden space and increase the yield.

APR “More than 180 elementary and high school students take pride in 
the garden and in giving back to the community. The students are 
amazed that St. Joe’s feeds over 1,000 Fox Valley families each week.” 

	 – Ryan Marx
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Easter AASD classes resume Last Day of Passover
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Recognition Day

April 15-21: 
National 

Volunteer Week

Administrative 
Professionals Day

Take Our Daughters 
and Sons to Work Day

Arbor Day

AASD 
Spring 
Break 

March 
26- 

April 2



Education at Winagamie 
Students in Annette Schwalenberg’s science classes at Appleton West High 
School put their classroom learning about water quality into practice when they 
visit Winagamie Golf Course each fall. The students take water samples from 
course ponds and test them for nitrogen, phosphorous and other chemicals. 
This year, course Superintendent Josh Linsmeyer added to the experience as he 
told students how the ponds are used to irrigate the course during the summer, 
and about proactive measures to keep contaminates out of the water sources. 

In 2013, retired Appleton Area School District teacher Mary Beth Nienhaus made the gift of a lifetime when she donated Winagamie Golf Course to the Appleton Education 
Foundation. The board of directors adopted a simple mission statement: To create a unique environment where golf and education thrive. Board members take both sides 
of the mission seriously. Players of all skill levels, golf leagues, outings and a robust junior program keep golf the center focus. Strong educational partnerships make the 
course a place where students from the Appleton Area School District and Fox Valley Technical College can practice marketing skills, sharpen mower blades and tinker 
with small engines, and enhance coursework in almost any subject. 

MAY
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Music and strings teacher Gwendolyn Vander Pas wanted to give her students 
at Columbus Elementary and Appleton Bilingual schools a new way to put their 
knowledge of music fundamentals into action. She received a grant from the 
Appleton Education Foundation to purchase ukuleles. The small instrument fits 
small bodies well and helps students practice their music skills, play as a team with 
other students, and develop hand-eye coordination and independent movement of 
fingers. Students also benefit from the calming effect of the ukulele's lyrical sounds.JUNE
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Occupations in science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) fields are growing. An increasing number of Appleton 
Area School District educators are using Project Lead the 
Way to enhance science classes and spark student interest 
in STEM classes at a young age. PLTW interdisciplinary 
modules help pique curiosity and bring learning to life as 
students work in teams to complete various challenges, 
such as the tiger rescue, pictured. A grant from the Appleton 
Education Foundation provided additional PLTW kits for 
Houdini and Ferber elementary schools. 
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Professional Development 
More than 900 Appleton Area School District educators learned from expert 
keynote speakers and breakout session leaders during the week-long Every Child, 
Every Day Summer Institute. The Institute interweaves essential district initiatives, 
allowing educators to build capacity in one subject while exploring how other 
subjects connect in order to educate the whole child. A grant from the Appleton 
Education Foundation funded several keynote speakers, including Gay Ivey, 
professor in literacy at University of North Carolina-Greensboro.
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SEPT
Richmond Elementary 
School teacher Teri 
Fechter found a way to 
improve her students’ 
attitudes about math, 
as well as increase their 
understanding of math 
concepts. She used a 
grant from the Appleton 
Education Foundation to 
purchase math games, 
which her second- and 
third-grade students took 
home to enjoy with their 
parents. Students enjoyed 
the games so much they 
took them home two or 
three times each week. As 
a result, students’ math 
fluency scores increased 
and parents reported they 
felt more confident in their 
own ability to support 
their child’s math learning. 
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OCT

Students in Appleton 
North’s Polaris Program, 
an alternative education 
program, have a new, 
hands-on way to learn the 
personal health aspects 
of growing their own 
food and the positive 
mental health benefits of 
gardening. An Appleton 
Education Foundation 
grant helped purchase an 
indoor growing machine. 
Students now plant, care 
for and harvest leafy 
green vegetables right 
in their classroom. They 
take the greens home for 
their families and give 
them to Appleton North 
staff members.
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Appleton Education Foundation funds helped create a comfortable coffeehouse atmosphere to encourage students 
at Highlands Elementary to read during indoor recess times and after school. The Readers’ Café is exclusive to 
sixth-graders. Teachers personally invite students who need extra encouragement to complete their independent 
reading. Year one results were promising. Teachers report that students who took advantage of the café met or 
exceeded growth expectations on spring testing and improved their reading benchmarks by two levels. 
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2017 Appleton East High School graduate Heidi Koehnke 
hopes to make the Hussey family proud as she pursues a 
degree in radiation therapy at the University of Wisconsin – 
La Crosse. Heidi received a scholarship from the Dave Hussey 
Memorial Scholarship Fund within the Appleton Education 
Foundation to support her studies. 

The Husseys established the fund in 2004 as a way to 
remember Dave, who was an educator and administrator in 
the Appleton Area School District, and at Xavier and St. Mary’s 
high schools. Since the fund’s inception, 13 AASD students 
have received encouragement and support from the Hussey 
Scholarship Fund within the Appleton Education Foundation. 
The recipients rotate annually among Appleton East, West 
and North high schools. Heidi was one of 21 recipients of 
more than $28,000 in Foundation scholarships last year.
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30 31 Christmas Day Kwanzaa

Christmas Eve

St. Nicholas’ DayFirst Day of Hanukkah

Last Day of Hanukkah

Winter Solstice

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day



In the past fiscal year, the Appleton Education Foundation awarded more than $175,000 in grants 
to support the following classroom and community projects, educator training, student scholarships 
and program enhancements not covered by the Appleton Area School District budget. 
Grants are from the Appleton Education Foundation Fund – an unrestricted endowment fund – unless otherwise noted.

African Heritage, Inc.:
•	 Leadership and professional 

development opportunities 
for Appleton Area School 
District high school 
students and educators. 
(Diversity Fund)

Appleton Area School District:
•	 Funds to support keynote 

speakers and session leaders 
for Every Child, Every Day 
Summer Institute, a week-
long, multidisciplinary 
professional development 
opportunity attended by 
more than 900 Appleton 
Area School District 
staff members.

•	 Visit by Sharon Draper, 
author of Stella by Starlight, 
to students in fourth 
through twelfth grades.

•	 Unrestricted grants from 
the Foundation for 18 
AASD schools or programs 
represented at the 
2017 golf event, the AEF 
Knowledge Open. Schools 
used the funds to upgrade 
instructional technology, 
provide additional leveled 
reading materials, offer 
staff development and 
provide support for other 
programs and activities 
above and beyond what the 
site budgets can support. 

•	 Equipment to offer deep 
pressure input for students 
with particular sensory 
needs. (Melzer Fund)

•	 Interdisciplinary unit for 
all seventh-graders in 
the Appleton Area School 
District. Students will read 
Lost Boy, Lost Girl by John 
Dau and participate in 
activities that will culminate 
with an author visit.

•	 Leadership training 
opportunities for English 
Language Learners at 
the high school level. 
(Stoner Fund)

•	 Low vision simulator goggles 
to help staff, students 
and community members 
better understand what it 
is like to live with a vision 
impairment. (Melzer Fund)

•	 Seating and sensory 
equipment to support 
students with significant 
communication deficits, 
sensory differences, and 
special education needs. 
(Melzer and Heffron Funds)

•	 Support for the district's 
robotics team, including 
materials and equipment 
for building robots, and 
team-related expenses. 
(NEW Apple Corps 
Robotics Team Fund)

•	 Web-based training 
opportunities for occupational 
and physical therapists.

•	 Materials to help teachers 
identify students who 
could benefit from gifted 
education programming.

•	 Block Party – events for 
parents and young children 
to learn how blocks can 
enhance children’s math, 
social and physical skills.

Appleton Area School 
District and Community:
•	 High school and college 

students and teachers 
from the Appleton Area 
School District, Neenah and 
Fox Valley Lutheran high 
schools, Fox Valley Technical 
College, Lawrence University, 
and UW-Fox Valley, as 
well as other community 
members, attended the 
2017 Nobel Conference 
together to learn from the 
world’s foremost scholars 
and researchers. (EMMA 
Nobel Education Fund)

•	 Collaboration among 
Appleton Area School 
District, Fox Valley 
Symphony, Lawrence 
University, Expressive 
Therapies and the CP 
Center to provide music 
experiences to students 
with special needs.

Appleton Central High School:
•	 Alternative seating 

options for students.

Appleton Public Montessori:
•	 Two-day professional 

development opportunity 
for paraprofessionals.

Badger Elementary School: 
•	 Support for schoolwide 

arts integration project 
about southern African 
countries. (Unrestricted 
and Mile of Music Funds)

•	 Purchase Ozobots – smart 
toy robots – to help 
students learn computer 
coding. (Unrestricted 
and Thatcher Funds)

Berry Elementary School: 
•	 Exercise equipment 

to help students with 
autism. (Pitt Fund)

Berry and Houdini 
Elementary Schools:
•	 Lego WeDo kits for use 

during library media classes 
to help reinforce STEM skills 
taught in the classroom.

Columbus Elementary School:
•	 Exercise peddlers, a 

new movement option 
for students who 
have high anxiety.

Columbus Elementary 
and Appleton Bilingual 
Charter Schools:
•	 Ukuleles to help introduce 

string instruments 
and increase students’ 
dexterity, music literacy 
and confidence.

Community Early Learning 
Center of the Fox Valley:
•	 Grants from the Appleton 

Education Foundation 
Fund and Elementary 
Education Fund supported 
the Center, which is home 
to the Appleton Area School 
District’s 4K program and 
diagnostic center, as well as 
other agencies and programs 
serving young children.

East High School:
•	 Training program for student 

leaders and coaches to 
identify and maintain a 
growth mindset, overcome 
setbacks, and influence 
others in a positive way. 
(Co-Curricular Fund)

•	 3D printer for the school’s 
Makerspace in the library 
media center. (Stoner Fund)

•	 Automatic sprinkler system 
for the school garden.

•	 Upgrade furnishings 
and equipment for 
the Makerspace in the 
library media center.

•	 Enhancements for the visual 
arts. (Donor pass-through)

Grants Awarded



Edison Elementary School:
•	 Special projects and 

programs to enhance 
education. (Edison Fund)

Einstein Middle School: 
•	 “Dancing Through the 

Decades” – students 
researched a decade 
and learned a dance 
from that time period.

Ferber Elementary School:
•	 Expanded access to hands-

on STEM learning materials, 
part of Project Lead the Way.

•	 Educational enhancements 
and basic needs items for 
at-risk students. (Ferber 
Compassion Fund)

Fox River Academy 
Environmental Charter School:
•	 Curriculum enhancements. 

(Fox River Academy Fund)
•	 Enhancements for the arts. 

(Donor pass-through)

Franklin Elementary School: 
•	 Special projects and 

programs to enhance 
education. (Pope Fund and 
Donor pass-through)

Highlands Elementary School:
•	 Creation of Readers’ Café, 

an inviting, supervised 
space for students to 
read during indoor recess 
and after school.

Horizons Elementary School:
•	 One new book for 

each student. (Reading 
is a Gift Fund)

Houdini Elementary School:
•	 Special seating for use by 

students with disabilities. 
(Melzer Fund)

•	 Supplies for new after-
school literacy activity. 
(Scheuerman Fund)

•	 Expanded access to hands-
on STEM learning materials, 
part of Project Lead the Way.

Huntley Elementary School:
•	 Ukuleles to help introduce 

string instruments and 
increase dexterity, music 
literacy and confidence. 
(Unrestricted and Mile 
of Music Funds)

Jefferson Elementary School:
•	 Help at-risk students 

participate in extra-
curricular activities. (Seeds 
for Learning Fund)

•	 Support for IMPACT program. 
(Donor pass-through)

Johnston Elementary School:
•	 Equipment and supplies for 

the school sensory room.

Kaleidoscope Academy: 
•	 Robotic camera that follows 

a tracking device worn 
by a teacher so lesson 
videos can be shared with 
students who are absent. 
(Scheuerman Fund) 

•	 Virtual technology 
goggles and accessories 
to support learning math 
and science concepts.

•	 CNC router to help 
students explore careers 
in manufacturing, 
STEM, architecture, and 
information technology.

•	 Sewing machines for use 
in family and consumer 
science classes.

•	 General educational 
enhancements. (Donor 
pass-through)

Madison Middle School:
•	 Kelvin Structure and 

Materials Tester to 
allow students to test 
the strength of model 

bridges. (Thatcher Fund)
•	 Storytelling workshops to 

encourage students to use 
poetry and hip hop for self-
expression. (Kort Fund)

•	 Potency of Poetry 
workshop. (Wiese Fund)

•	 Subscription to the New York 
Times Upfront magazine for 
use in English Language 
Arts classes. (Wiese Fund)

McKinley Elementary School:
•	 Materials for hands-

on STEM projects.

North High School:
•	 Support for student 

participation in business-
related events and 
activities. (Lang Fund)

•	 Tools and supplies to 
introduce glass fusing 
into the art curriculum.

•	 Indoor Growing Machine for 
use in the at-risk program.

•	 Training program for student 
leaders and coaches to 
identify and maintain a 
growth mindset, overcome 
setbacks and influence 
others in a positive way. 
(Co-Curricular Fund)

•	 Start-up expenses for a 
café that gives students 
with autism, intellectual 
disabilities and those in 
speech and occupational 
therapy programs a way to 
learn and practice real-
world skills. (Heffron Fund)

•	 Speakers and Bluetooth 
dongles to help 
improve attention and 
communication for students 
in special education 
classes. (Heffron Fund)

Richmond Elementary School:
•	 Supplies for Family Game 

Nights to encourage 
students to continue math 
learning outside of the 
classroom. (Pitt Fund) 

Dan Spalding Academy:
•	 Educational enhancements 

for at-risk youth attending 
the Dan Spalding Academy 
program. (Spalding Fund)

Valley New School:
•	 Support for the school’s 

operations and activities. 
(Valley New School Fund)

West High School:
•	 Materials for students in 

child development classes 
to create hands-on activities 
for children ages birth-five.

•	 Forge to help students better 
understand the relationship 
between metals and alloys.

•	 Equipment to allow physics 
students to analyze industrial 
scale motions and forces.

•	 Grants from the Appleton 
West High School 
Endowment Fund, the AWHS 
Class of 1941 Fund, the 
Gerald E. Hoffman Memorial 
Fund and the Appleton West 
High School Historical Fund 
provided support for the 
arts and other educational 
enhancements at the school.

•	 Grants from the Jinny 
Bosser Memorial Fund 
provided assistance for 
low-income students to 
participate in band and 
other school activities.

Wilson Middle School:
•	 Sewing machines to extend 

student learning of literacy 
and math concepts.

The Appleton Education Foundation 
funded nearly $58,000 in last 
fiscal year's two competitive grant 
cycles. Funds supported educators' 
innovative classroom and school 
project ideas and professional 
development opportunities. AEF 
favors projects that demonstrate 
educational innovation, focus on 
content enrichment and skills 
development, and those that have 
measurable indicators of success.

COMPETITIVE GRANTS BY TYPE

Professional 
Development

$9,831

Reading/
English 

Language 
Arts

$4,750

Other
$2,720

Arts
$8,139

Health/Wellness
$6,035 

STEM
$18,350

Social Awareness/
Compassion

$1,297

Leadership 
Development

$5,000

Early Childhood
$1,658

COMPETITIVE  
GRANTS BY TYPE



Scholarship Grants 

A number of AEF funds provided continuing education scholarships for graduates of Appleton high schools.

Appleton East High School Patriot 
Athletic Club Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides scholarships for East High School 

seniors who have participated in Patriot 
Athletic Club-sponsored activities and are 
planning to pursue post-secondary education.
	 2017 Recipients: Tricia Dailey, Heidi Koehnke, 

Blair Murphy-Pociask, Matthew Polfuss

Gene Britton Memorial Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides a scholarship for a graduating 

Appleton East, North or West high school 
senior who attended Einstein Middle School 
and plans to become an educator.
	 2017 Recipient: Lane Koehler

Pete Carlson Memorial Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides a scholarship to a West High 

School graduate with special interest and 
ability to pursue a college art degree.
	 2017 Recipient: John Arteman

Excel Volleyball Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides a scholarship to a female graduate of 

West, North or East high school who has played 
volleyball at least three years of high school.
	 2017 Recipient: Madelyn Ahrens

Thomas Haag – AEHS Class of ’79  
Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides a scholarship to an East High 

School graduate who participated in a 
sports activity and who has faced and 
overcome a personal challenge.
	 2017 Recipient: Thea Pflum

Donald and Vivian Huth Family Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides a scholarship for a student from 

East or West high schools who is planning to 
pursue a degree in education or culinary arts.
	 2017 Recipient: Lane Koehler

Columbus Elementary School-Fred 
Hoffman Memorial Endowment Fund:
•	Awards a scholarship to an Appleton 

Area School District student who 
attended Columbus Elementary School 
during his or her elementary years.
	 2017 Recipient: Mai Chong Xiong

Dave Hussey Memorial Fund:
•	Provides a scholarship to a graduating, college-

bound senior. The award rotates annually among 
Appleton East, West and North high schools.
	 2017 Recipient: Heidi Koehnke

Albert & Mary Rhoades Museum and Charitable 
Foundation Scholarship Fund for A-Tech:
•	Awards scholarships to graduates from 

Appleton Technical Academy.
	 2017 Recipients: Emmanuel Almanza,  
Adrian Bashi, Cole Froehlich, Jacobi Pollei

Tim Schroeder Memorial Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides scholarships for graduating 

Appleton East High School seniors who have 
participated in school athletics and plan 
to pursue post-secondary education.
	 2017 Recipients: Tricia Dailey, Matthew Polfuss

Valley New School Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides scholarships for graduating seniors 

at Valley New School Charter School.
	 2017 Recipient: Sabrina Honts

WCA Thomas Scullen Memorial Scholarship Fund:
•	Provides scholarships for graduates of 

Wisconsin Connections Academy Charter 
School who attended an accredited high school 
and plan to pursue a degree at an accredited 
university, technical college or trade school.
	 2017 Recipient: Morgan Gruber
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Grant Delivery — Foundation board and staff members 
surprise educators with news of accepted grants.



Unrestricted Funds

•	 Appleton Education Foundation Fund
•	 Opportunity Fund

Field of Interest Funds

•	 Lee and Amy Allinger Education Fund 
•	 Early Childhood Fund
•	 Diversity Fund
•	 Bob and Gerri Heffron Family Endowment Fund
•	 Ellen Kort Endowment Fund
•	 Betsy Melzer Endowment Fund
•	 John Mielke and Sally Morey Mielke  

	 Education Fund
•	 Mile of Music Fund
•	 EMMA Nobel Education Fund
•	 Connie Pitt Memorial Endowment Fund
•	 SAACC Endowment Fund
•	 Scheuerman Family Fund
•	 Thomas G. Scullen Leadership Award Fund
•	 Vira and Alan Stoner Education Fund
•	 Stan and Phyllis Thatcher Family Fund for STEM 

Scholarship Funds

•	 Aramark Scholarship Fund
•	 Gene Britton Memorial Scholarship Fund
•	 Pete Carlson Memorial Scholarship Fund
•	 Excel Volleyball Scholarship Fund
•	 Thomas Haag-Appleton East Class of '79  

	 Scholarship
•	 Earl W. Harder Memorial Scholarship Fund
•	 Dave Hussey Memorial Scholarship Fund
•	 Donald and Vivian Huth Family Scholarship Fund
•	 Patriot Athletic Club Scholarship Fund
•	 Joe Perez Scholarship 
•	 Albert & Mary Rhoades Scholarship Fund for  

	 A-Tech
•	 Tim Schroeder Memorial Scholarship
•	 Valley New School Scholarship Fund
•	 WCA Thomas Scullen Memorial Scholarship

Designated Funds

•	 AEF Administrative Endowment Fund 
•	 Paul and Carol Anderson Education Fund 
•	 Appleton Bilingual Charter School Fund
•	 Appleton Career Academy Endowment Fund
•	 Appleton East Library Campaign Fund
•	 Appleton East “Patriots Pay it Forward” Fund 
•	 Appleton Public Montessori Endowment Fund 
•	 Appleton Public Montessori General Fund
•	 Appleton West - Addition to Tradition Fund
•	 AWHS Class of 1941 Fund
•	 Appleton West High School Class of 45 Fund
•	 Appleton West High School Endowment Fund
•	 Appleton West High School Historical Fund
•	 B.G. Society Fund
•	 Jinny Bosser Memorial Fund
•	 Columbus Elementary School –  

	 Fred Hoffman Memorial Endowment
•	 Edison Elementary School Fund
•	 Edna Ferber Elementary School  

	 Endowment Fund 
•	 Ferber Elementary School Compassion Fund
•	 Fox River Academy Fund
•	 Highlands Elementary School Endowment Fund 
•	 Horizons Elementary "Reading is a Gift" Fund
•	 Horizons Pay it Forward Endowment Fund 
•	 Gerald E. Hoffman Memorial Fund
•	 Paul E. Hoffman Fund for Foster  

	 Elementary School
•	 Kaleidoscope Academy Endowment Fund
•	 Erik J. Lang North High Business Education Fund
•	 Tom "Love all" Teachers Fund for McKinley  

	 Elementary School
•	 Tim Meyer Memorial Fund
•	 NEW Apple Corps Robotics Team Fund
•	 North Booster Club Endowment Fund
•	 Hazel Pope - Franklin School Fund
•	 Albert & Mary Rhoades Fund for A-Tech
•	 Seeds for Learning Fund 

•	 Dan Spalding Academy Endowment Fund
•	 Forrest and Roberta Sprowl Fund
•	 Judy Steindorf Fund for UFRS 
•	 Talented & Gifted Fund
•	 Teacher Idea Exchange Fund
•	 Tesla Engineering Education Fund
•	 United for Success Tutor Program
•	 Valley New School Fund
•	 Brad Wiese Family Fund for Literary Arts
•	 Wilson Middle School Endowment Fund 

  Indicates new funds established July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

Charitable Funds within the Appleton Education Foundation

The Appleton Education Foundation awarded more than $175,000 
in grants from unrestricted, designated, field of interest, and 
scholarship funds to support educational excellence in the 
Appleton Area School District and community. Competitive grants 
comprise one-third of the total. Grants categorized as "multiple 
levels" were designed to benefit students in two or more levels 
of education: early childhood, elementary, middle, or high school.

GRANTS BY FUND TYPE
Professional 
Development 

for AASD Staff
7%

Post Secondary 
Scholarships

11%

Multiple levels
8%

Early 
Childhood

6%

Elementary 
School 
24%

High 
School
37%

Middle School
7%

GRANTS BY LEVEL

The Appleton Education Foundation manages endowment and other charitable funds to help individuals, families 
and businesses make a meaningful difference for education in Appleton.
As part of its 20th anniversary efforts, the board set a goal to work with donors to create 20 new endowed funds 
by December 31, 2017, to build AEF’s long-term capacity for grantmaking. 
At the time of this publication, 17 new funds had been established or had passed the $10,000 endowment threshold.

The following list reflects the funds in place by the end of fiscal year 2017:



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
June 30, 2017

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents....................................................   $300  

Contributions receivable.....................................................   $7,430  

Investments....................................................................  $3,287,117 

Property and equipment, net..........................................  $293,569  

Total assets........................................................................................................  $3,588,416 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES:
Other liabilities......................................................................  $3,464 

Total liabilities..........................................................................................................  $3,464 

NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted....................................................................  $3,577,522 

Temporarily restricted..........................................................  $7,430 

Total net assets.............................................................................................  $3,584,952 

Total liabilities and net assets......................................................   $3,588,416 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017

Support and other revenue

Contributions ....................................................................  $721,099 

Gain (loss) on investments ..............................................  $464,215

Investment income ............................................................  $35,878 

Total support and other revenue...................................................  $1,221,192 

Grants and expenses

Grants expense ................................................................  $173,809 

Other Program related expenses ....................................  $88,326 

Management and general: 

	 Investment manager fees .........................................  $24,414 

	 Administrative expenses ...........................................  $91,756 

 Fundraising expenses .......................................................  $76,745 

Total grants and expenses..................................................................... $455,050 
Change in net assets..................................................................................... $766,142

Net assets

Beginning of year ......................................................................................  $2,818,810 
End of year ....................................................................................................   $3,584,952 

Financials 

This is a summarized financial statement presentation that does not include Winagamie, Inc., the Appleton Education Foundation’s wholly owned subsidiary. 
The Appleton Education Foundation is a Supporting Organization of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region. A complete audited financial 
statement of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region and Supporting Organizations is available upon request. Auditors: Schenck SC



20  
YEARS

Leaving a Legacy
The Appleton Education 
Foundation’s Legacy Society 
celebrates the future 
generosity of those who 
have named the AEF as a 
beneficiary of a will or trust, 
insurance policy, retirement 
account, charitable gift 
annuity, or another planned 
gift that will take effect 
after one’s lifetime. 

Currently 10 individuals and 
couples have shared their 
plans with AEF. Through 
their future gifts, they 
will make a meaningful 
and long‑lasting impact on 
education in Appleton.

Foundation staff members 
welcome the opportunity 
to speak with you about 
a bequest or similar 
planned gift to benefit the 
area of education closest 
to your heart.

If you choose to make 
the AEF aware of your 
intentions, we would be 
honored to welcome you 
as a member of the Legacy 
Society. Membership includes 
invitations to the Society’s 
members-only activities. To 
learn more: 920-832-1517.

Gary Jahnke, Appleton Education Foundation board president, shared these words with a group 
of nearly 50 current and past board members and volunteers at a social event early in 2017.  
The gathering helped kick off the Foundation’s 20th anniversary efforts.

While we were able to thank this group in-person, we also extend our thanks to you and the 
hundreds of other donors and volunteers who have helped the AEF reach significant milestones 
in its first 20 years.  We are forever grateful for your gifts of time, talent and treasure.

A group of extra-special volunteers helped develop and carry out the 20th anniversary goals 
and activities.  We thank our 20th Anniversary Cabinet members: Pam Gruner, Gary Jahnke, 
Tom Mangold, Laura Meronk (chair), Bob Molitor and Nancy Scheuerman.

C E L E B R A T I N G 

“Every dollar granted, every milestone achieved, and 
all the good things still to come are possible because 
of the solid foundation you have provided for AEF.” 

More than 
$4.4 million 
awarded

More than 70 
charitable funds

Grants to every 
AASD school
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Board of Directors

Directors

David Burrows

Bob Duimstra

Dan Flannery (Vice President)

Pam Gruner (Vice President)

Jason Hanuszczak

Gayle Hardt

Amy Henselin

Gary Jahnke (President)

Jerimiah Janssen

Nancy Johnshoy

John Keller

Tom Mangold

Laura Meronk (Secretary)

John E. Mielke

Bob Molitor

David Platt

Sabrina Robins

Maria Van Laanen

Amy Van Straten

Jennifer Voigt (Treasurer)

Ex-Officio Directors

Kay Eggert 
AASD Board of Education President 

Judy Baseman
AASD Superintendent

Staff

Lisa Jabas
Administrative Assistant

Lori Kaufman
Development & Communications 
Coordinator

Julie Krause
Executive Director

Committee Members

Marlene Angevine (ret)
Karen Bachhuber (ret)
Gordon Case (ret)
Bob Duimstra (bde)
Marcia Engen (ret)
Cathy Etheridge (ret)
Dan Flannery (com, exe)
Mary Furlong (ret)
Pam Gruner (exe, glf, grt*)
Jason Hanuszczak (glf, rde)
Gayle Hardt (grt)
Greg Hartjes (grt)
Amy Henselin (bde*, exe)
Don Hietpas (glf)
Gary Jahnke (exe*, com*)
Jerimiah Janssen (glf, rde)
Nancy Johnshoy (glf)
John Keller (exe, rde*)
Joyce Laedtke (ret)
Dianne Lang (com, ret)
Tom Mangold (rde)
Laura Meronk (exe, bde)

John E. Mielke (rde, glf)
Sally Mielke (grt)
Ann Moe (ret)
Bob Molitor (rde)
Shari Moscinski (ret)
Judy Phillips (ret)
David Platt (com)
Sharon Radke (ret)
Robin Reif (ret*)
Sabrina Robins (bde)
Joe Sargent (glf)
Alan Schroeder (ret*)
Bob Simon (grt)
Vira Stoner (com, ret)
Tina Tillman (grt)
Joni VandenHeuvel (ret)
Teena VanDriest (grt)
Amy Van Straten (bde, glf)
Maria Van Laanen (bde)
Jennifer Voigt (exe)
Marcia Wiese (ret)
Judy Winzenz (com, ret)

Membership Codes

bde	 Board Development Committee
com	 Communications Committee
exe	 Executive Committee
glf	 Golf Outing Committee

grt	 Grants Committee
rde	 Resource Development Committee
ret	 AASD Retiree Committee
*	 Chair 

Appleton Education Foundation
122 E. College Avenue, Suite 1-B 
Appleton, WI  54911
(920) 832-1517
info@AppletonEducationFoundation.org 
www.AppletonEducationFoundation.org

A volunteer board of directors is guided by AEF’s mission:  
To creatively enhance education in our community.

A supporting organization of the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region. Al
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